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Online Exclusives - this 
month on outlooks.ca 


We chat with RuPaul about season 2 of 
Drag Race, and find out Ru's tips on how 
to live the life of a Diva! Catch up with the 
hottest DJs playing at Pride Toronto this 
year and learn more about the men behind 
the music. Also, see what director Jacob 
Tierney wanted to achieve with his latest 
film “The Trotsky”. 
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twitter 
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When you have AIDS, life gets alot harder 
Quand on ale Sida, lia vie devient un defi 


From September 11 to 19, 2010, Du 11 au 19 septembre 2010, participez a la 
join the Scotiabank AIDS'Walk for Life. Marche action sida Banque Scotia: 


Don't just stand there. Ne restez pas planté ld. 


To find the Walk nearest you, Pour trouver la Marche prés de chez vous, 
visit allez a 


. 
AlD WALK a ee National Sponsors | Commanditairesnationaux - 
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All Scotiabank AIDS Welk for Life proceeds support direct services for people living with and affected by HIV/AIDS in your community. 
Tous les profits de la Marche action sida Banque Scotia servent 4 soutenir des services directs pour les personnes de votre communauté vivant avec le ViH/sida ou qui en sont affectées. 


\ AW ) 


Cube 


Rogue 


The Rogue is our stylish little crossover 
that provides maximum comfort 
and convenience with the added benefit 
of utility space and available 
All wheel drive! 


Altima Coupe 


The Altima Coupe fills a desire 
among target customers for a more 
personal expression of style, 
individuality and fashionable appearance. 
Available in a 4 cylinder or 6 cylinder. 


The “look-at-me” styling of the 
Cube is what really sets it apart from 
all the other vehicles on the road. 
The Cube offers great gas mileage 
and outstanding maneuverability. 


Starting @ Starting @ Starting @ 


* All prices include destination & delivery. Taxes are extra. 


Experience Car Shopping! 


Have Fun! Shopping for a new vehicle should be a great experience, 
and provide you with Shaheed et | you need to make an informed 
decision. At Brasso Nissan we take the time to address what your 
unique needs are and help you with your purchasing decision, 
we are here to help even if that just means pointing you in the 
right direction. 


Located in the Calgary Auto Mall 
403-253-5555 


editor’s notebook ~ BRETT TAYLOR 


Come and Celebrate Pride 2010 
with Magazine! 


Join OUTLOOKS at... 


¢ Pride Toronto ¢ Halifax Pride 
¢ Montreal Divers/Cite * Vancouver Pride 


You can also 
enter online at 
www.outlooks.ca 


Join Atlantis’ biggest party of the year aboard the 
spectacular 3200-passenger Mariner of the Seas 
from Los Angeles to the best of Mexico. 
Value: $2,500 


1-Week Accommodations at 
The Flamingo - Inn Amongst 
the Flowers! 
A 5 star luxury resort hotel for discriminating gay men 
travelling to Fort Lauderdale Beach, plus a $1,000 


travel voucher toward your airfare (departs Los Angeles). 
Value: $2,500 


* All entries must be received before midnight August 15, 2010. 
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international news 


Rough Road to Slavic Pride Malawi Couple Pardoned, and 
It's not easy being a proud queer person in some Eastern European 


countries. A gay pride parade in Belarus ended after only ten minutes. Break Up 
The participants, who wanted to draw attention to the plight of sexual 
minorities in that country, were pelted with eggs by anti-gay protesters, 
and several were arrested by the police. 

In Slovakia, gay pride marchers were attacked by neo-Nazi protesters, 
who threw eggs, rocks and other objects. In spite of advance warning, the 
police were clearly unprepared to handle the situation and cancelled the 
parade when the violence erupted. 

Moscow’s homophobic mayor Yuri 


When Steven Monjeza 
and Tiwonge Chimbalanga jx 
of Malawi were sentenced 
to 14 years hard labour 
for having held a symbolic 
wedding ceremony, world- & 
wide condemnation was 


WE LL LIVE Luzhkov banned the gay pride parade for sa steed 
the fifth straight year. Undaunted, two p : ; fk 
RE small pride parades were held anyway. of governments, church spokespersons, and human rights activists 
Rithour etficialisanation abot ent ate denounced the sentence and pleaded for clemency for the two men. 
wr NE Banenthered ints wei bcnnwe SRaagih Secretary General of the United Nations Ban Ki-Moon went to the 
eae carrying rainbow PRecjene African country and spoke with President Bingu wa Mutharika. And, it 
W. RE chanting Slogans Nomhorthecity another was following these talks that Mutharika announced that he was 
Ww ; 4 pardoning the two men for humanitarian reasons, but not condoning 
group gathered a few hours later. 
WH \"| : 4 what they had done. 
Organizers credit absolute secrecy as the ae i : : 
SAC AEra the: lack: OF vidlenceaun However, jubilation over the pardon was short-lived when Monjeza 
W E é : : broke up with Chimbalanga, denied ever having had a relationship 
WwW confrontation with police, who were not 
clave oerorehand 4 with him, claimed that he was “forced” into the whole wedding 


ceremony, and announced that he was planning to marry a woman. 

There was considerable fear for the safety of the two men when 
they were released after being pardoned. And some feel that this 
repudiation of the relationship by Monjeza is a bid for survival in a 
country that so vehemently denounces any same-sex connection. 
Chimbalanga denies that any pressure was exerted on Monjeza, 


Gay Woman Ordai ned as Bi shop of telling reporters, “One cannot be forced to love.” The future plans of 
Epi scopal Church Chimbalanga remain unknown; but it is thought that he will need to 


leave his native country. 
In spite of objections by the Archbishop of 

Canterbury and the Church of Ireland, Mary 
Glasspool, an openly gay woman living ina same- 
sex relationship, was ordained as Bishop of the 
Episcopal Church in Los Angeles. Aside from two 
protesters, who voiced their objections during the 
ceremony and were escorted out of the church 
by security, the service went smoothly and left 
Glasspool beaming with joy at the conclusion. 


Jane Lynch Weds 
Partner 


Jane Lynch, who plays scheming Sue 
Sylvester, the woman we all love to hate on 
the hit television series, Glee, wed her partner 
Lara Embry, a psychologist, in an intimate 
ceremony in Massachusetts at the end of 
May. The wedding was held at a well-known 
restaurant and was attended by family and 
close friends. 


Gay Thai Director Wins at 
Cannes 


Apichatpong Weerasethakul, the gay Thai film director, won 
the coveted Palme d’Or at the Cannes Film Festival for his film, 
Uncle Boonmee Who Can Recall His Past Lives. The director was 
visibly moved by the honour, which, he noted, was the first time a 
Thai film had won the award. 


Come As You Are, in France 


It was just a small commercial for McDonald’s; but it quickly became an 
online youtube hit, reaching viewers far outside 
France, where the advertisement originally ran. 

A young man chats on the phone with a 
classmate while sitting in a booth at 
McDonald’s. His conversation indicates that 
the classmate is more than justa friend. When 
his father comes to the booth with their food 
order, he remarks that it is too bad that his son 
goes to an all-boys school, since he won’t have 
a chance to meet any girls. His son just smiles. 
The tagline reads, “Come as you are.” 

The youtube video has now had over one million hits and has become an 
international sensation. Many other mainstream businesses in Europe are 
showing same-sex relationships in a positive light. A print ad for Lloyds TSB 
in Britain shows two men contemplating paint cans for their new house, with 
a line about how the bank can help turn their house into a dream home. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MdYWJXFiJdo 
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~ RALPH HIGGINS 


UK Group Claims Systemic 
Homophobia in Asylum Process 


The British Group Stonewall has published a study, which reports 
that nearly all men and women seeking asylum in the United Kingdom 
on the basis of sexual orientation are turned down—even those who 
believe that returning to their home country will result in severe harm 
or death. Lack of understanding of queer issues and blatant 
homophobia are cited as the 
main causes of this denial of 
queer asylum seekers. Several 
employees stated that they felt 
uncomfortable asking questions 
about sexual orientation, and 
others said they didn’t know what 
questions to ask. The report, 
entitled, No Going Back, analyzes 
cases between the years 2005 and 
2009. 


Australian Footballer Punished 
for Homophobic Remarks 


Jason Akermanis, the veteran football player for the Western Bulldogs 
of Australia, found himself at the centre of a storm of controversy after 
penning remarks in a newspaper column 
suggesting that any gay footballers 
should stay in the closet as they would 
not be welcome. Akermanis has since 
had his house and car egged twice by 
those who take exception to this opinion. 

While Akermanis says the remarks 
have been taken out of context, his 
football club has demoted him for two 
weeks and he has volunteered to refrain 
from any media activities for three 
weeks, while he considers whether his 
football and media contributions are in 
balance. 


Iceland Says Yes to Same-Sex 
Marriage 


In a vote of forty-nine to zero, the parliament of Iceland added “man 
to man, woman to woman” to the legal definition of marriage, which 
heretofore had only read “man to woman.” Political analysts say that 
same-sex marriage has never 
been a controversial item in 
Iceland. The island country 
made international news, 
back in February of 2009, 
when it became the first 
country to elect an openly gay 
head of state when Johanna 
Sigurdardottir became Prime 
Minister. 


Obama Proclaims June Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual and Transgender 
Pride Month 


President Obama made 
history by officially declaring 
June to be Pride Month in the 
United States. In his procla- 
mation, he notes the progress 
made for LGBT rights such as 
the Matthew Shepard and 
James Byrd Jr. Hate Crimes 
Prevention Act, his memo- 
randum requiring hospitals to 
give LGBT patients the right to choose their same-sex partner to make 
medical decisions, and his work towards dismantling the Defense 
of Marriage Act and Don’t Ask Don’t Tell. 

Some queer rights activists find the Obama’s administration 
disappointing in what they consider a lack of progress. The 
labyrinthine process of repealing Don’t Ask Don’t Tell is going too 
slowly, according to groups such as GetEqual. 

Further history was made in June when Nancy Pelosi, the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives, made a video address to the 
San Francisco Gay Pride Celebration. The pre-taped message 
was relayed on a giant screen at San Francisco’s Civic Center, 
marking the first time such a high ranking government official has 
participated in a Gay Pride celebration. 


Gay Pride March in Havana 


Hundreds of queer Cubans took to the street in a march for LGBT 
pride and to fight against homophobia in May. The atmosphere 
was upbeat as the 
colourful marchers 
danced through the 
capital city’s main 
streets. The participants 
were accompanied by 
President Raul Castro’s 
daughter Mariela, who is 
a longtime advocate and 
activist for the queer 
community in Cuba. 


Happy Father’s Day to 
Ricky Martin 


For the first time, the Spanish 
edition of People magazine has an 
out gay celebrity for its cover. Ricky 
Martin, with his two boys, graces the 
cover of People en Espanol’s special 
Father’s Day edition. The widely read 
magazine contains a story on Ricky’s 
life as a dad, his coming out and his 
upcoming book. 
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regional news 


HIV and Hepatitis C Crisis in 
Federal Prison, According to 
New CSC Report - half the 
prisoners who reported 
injecting drugs shared their 
needles or syringes. 


A report released by the Correctional Service of Canada (CSC) in 
late April reveals an HIV prevalence rate in federal prisons that rivals 
those of many countries in sub-Saharan Africa, and is greater than 
the HIV prevalence rates in all other regions of the world. 

At 4.6 percent, the rate of HIV infection in federal prisons is 15 
times greater than that in the community as a whole. As for hepatitis 
Cin federal prisons, the 31 percent rate of infection is 39 times greater 
than the population as a whole. In both cases, incarcerated women 
and especially Aboriginal women—of whom 11.7 percent are infected 
with HlV—are disproportionately infected with HIV and hepatitis C. 

“lam troubled by the lack of continuity HIV-positive prisoners 
experience with their anti-viral medications,” said Greg Simmons, 
Prisoners’ Representative for the Canadian Treatment Action Council. 
“Any interruption in their regimen could have serious implications on 
their health, and lead to them their becoming resistant to medications. 
CSC must allow prisoners to retrieve their medication upon 
incarceration and change the way pharmacies in federal prisons 
monitor and order medications.” 

“About half the prisoners surveyed reported sharing used needles 
or syringes to inject drugs, and about one third reported sharing a 
needle with someone who has HIV, hepatitis C or unknown infection 
status,” said Sandra Ka Hon Chu, senior policy analyst at the Canadian 
HIV/AIDS Legal Network. “This clearly poses a risk of HIV or hepatitis 
C transmission—a risk that could be remedied with prison-based 
needle and syringe programs.” 

“What the figures in this report illustrate is the urgency of 
comprehensive harm reduction measures in federal prisons, including 
prison-based needle and syringe programs,” concluded Seth Clarke, 
federal community development coordinator at the Prisoners’ HIV/ 
AIDS Support Action Network. “Given the dire conditions in federal 
prisons today, our federal government should respond with a sensible 
approach to drug policy, based on solid scientific evidence, sound 
public-health principles and respect for human rights - both in and 
outside prisons. That means doing away with crime bills that 
incarcerate people with addictions and introducing needle and syringe 
programs in prisons to mitigate prisoners’ risk of harm.” 

The report “Summary of Emerging Findings from the 2007 National 
Inmate Infectious Diseases and Risk-Behaviours Survey” is available 
at www.csc-Scc.gc.ca/text/rsrch/reports/r211/r211-eng.shtml. 


Hate Crimes Motivated by 
Sexual Orientation More than 
Doubled, According to 
Statistics Canada 


Last month, Statistics Canada released information about hate 
crimes reported to the police in 2008. The results highlight the 
lingering—and often ignored—presence of homophobia in Canadian 
society. 

According to Statistics Canada, the largest increase in reported hate 
crimes between 2007 and 2008 is 71 reported cases in 2007 to 159 
reported cases in 2008 for those motivated by sexual orientation. Of 
the reported cases, hate crimes motivated by sexual orientation were 
also the most violent. A full 75 percent of hate crimes involving sexual 
orientation were labelled violent crimes, involving assault or the uttering 
of threats. 

The number of reported cases also greatly understates the problem, 
as nearly 75 percent of hate crimes against the lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
trans, queer, and questioning (LGBTQ) community go unreported. 

The dramatic increase in reported hate crimes against the LGBTQ 
community further demonstrates the need for improved awareness and 
education to help prevent discrimination, bullying, and violence. Egale, 
Canada’s Safe Schools Campaign, is designed to help combat 
homophobia, biphobia, and transphobia by working with students, 
educators, administrators, and parents to help make school 
communities safer and more inclusive and respectful places for all 
members of school communities. Students should be able to speak 
openly about who they are, and who their families are, without fear of 
harassment. Unfortunately, according to the forthcoming Final Report 
on Egale’s First National School Climate Survey, two-thirds of LGBTQ 
students feel unsafe at school and 21 percent have been physically 
harassed or assaulted because of their sexual orientation. 

Egale is working with police services across the country to provide 
police training and to do outreach with local LGBTQ communities. These 
efforts are designed to encourage more victims of homophobic, 
biphobic, and transphobic violence to come forward and report crimes 
to police and to help more police officers recognize these forms of 
violence. 

Egale Canada is the national LGBTQ human rights organization, 
which is advancing equality, diversity, education, and justice. 
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regional news 


Take the Train - Bring Your Bike 


It's been three years since the initial launch of the Bike Train in Ontario, offering 
cyclists an easy way to travel between Toronto and Niagara Falls. Since then, the routes 
have expanded to include North Bay, Montreal, and now Windsor. There have been over 
2,000 cycling enthusiasts who have participated in this program to date. 

Conceptualized by Justin LaFontaine while working for the City of Toronto, a partnership 
was formed with Via Rail whereby passengers can bring their bikes on certain trains that 
have a dedicated car complete with bike racks. Once onboard, they can enjoy the 
relaxation and comfort without the hassles of driving to a destination. The Bike Train 
staff is on every departure offering maps and advice on cycling routes, accommodations 
and other tips. 

Once at a destination, cyclists are free to do as they please or there are sometimes 
set itineraries that can be followed as a group. Realizing that the queer community is as 
diverse as any other group, LaFontaine has offered to develop LGBT themed activities 
on certain departures, and the Bike Train team are well-versed in this market at each of 
their destinations. 

The upcoming Windsor/Essex/Point Pelee departure on July 29th offers three full 
days of cycling opportunities in the area, and LaFontaine is promising a gay ol’ time for 
those wanting to participate. This area is known for its flat landscape, making it easy for 
novice riders to join the fun. A list of gay friendly businesses will be provided, and 
individuals have the option of riding as a group with other like-minded participants. Rides 
are typically 60 to 80 km per day, with plenty of opportunity to stop and enjoy the 
surroundings. With the summer season as short as it is in Canada, this is a great way to 
get out, get active, and discover new territory. 

Reservations and Information - www.biketrain.ca, (416) 338-5083, (866) 333-4491. 


Want to Have 1.3 Million 103.9 PROUD FM SIGNAL INCREASE 
People at Your Wedding? APPROVED BY CRTC 


In celebration of five years of legalized same-sex 103.9 PROUD FM, The World’s First Commercial GAY WAVES INVADE T.O. 
marriages in Canada, for the first time ever, ten couples from Queer radio station, has received approval from the CRTC 
across North America will be invited to come to Toronto and for a signal power increase, as well as permission to 
exchange vows in front of 1.3 million supporters. relocate its transmission tower. 
This historic event—a first in Pride History—will take place The impact of both favourable decisions will mean 
on a moving float as it makes its way through the Toronto’s that PROUD FM's signal strength will become stronger 
30th annual Pride Parade. in the central Toronto area, the station’s primary market 
Five of the ten couples will be from the US—where same- area for both listeners and advertisers. 
sex marriage is still illegal in the majority of the country— PROUD FM received over one thousand signatures 
to show solidarity and support for the gay community and and letters of support to the CRTC in favour of the 
equal marriage rights. The event sponsor, ManCrunch.com, application, among them a letter from Brad Campbell, 
will cover all wedding licences, transportation and Director of Corporate Sales at the Inside Out Toronto LGBT Film and Video Festival, 
accommodation costs for each selected couple. In addition, who said: 
a post-wedding reception will be provided for the newlyweds “We are a not-for-profit organization and, thanks to the support of PROUD FM,we are 
to share their stories with each other and the media. able to market our festival to our targeted community in ways that we could not afford to 


do on our own. | believe that the growth of our audience to 35,000 is, in part, through 
the support over the last three years of 103.9 PROUD FM. If the CRTC increases the 
broadcasting power of 103.9 PROUD FM, the benefits would have a ripple effect to all 
the community organizations that PROUD FM supports.” 

Program Director Bob Willette commented, “We’re sincerely grateful to all those who 
supported our initiative. The benefits definitely will have a positive ripple effect for our 
current listeners, for our advertisers and for all the LGBTQA community organizers—both 
here in Toronto and beyond. Obviously, a stronger signal creates the opportunity to more 
rapidly continue the growth of our listenership moving forward. The stronger signal also 
means our current advertisers are served better, and we'll be able to continue to grow 
the station’s already rapidly increasing sales revenues. It also serves as a clear signal to 
all that the Evanov Radio Group and PROUD FM have always been and remain committed 
to being the exclusive commercial broadcast platform for the LGBTQA community here 
in Toronto and beyond. This is a very exciting time for everyone here at PROUD FM—the 
future is bright!” 

The new signal strength is expected to be fully operational by this fall. 
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Couch Talk 
A toast to the QUEENS 


~ KEVIN ALDERSON, Ph.D., R. Psych. 


“You’re born naked and the rest is drag.” 


(RuPaul, 1995). 


It’s Saturday, one of the few nights where 
I get a seat. I do not watch much drag; but 
this time, I find myself delightfully 
entertained. Why? Simply, because the 
queens give an excellent performance. I 
cannot not help but admire their incredible 
talent. 

Historically, drag queens have faced much 
negativity. Even during the 1950s, masculine 
gay men were called “queers” and feminine 
gay men were “fairies,” and the queers 
disrespected the fairies because of their 
effeminacy. However, one cannot assume that 
drag queens are all feminine outside of their 
costumery. Many are more masculine than 
you and I put together. If you think they are 
all bottoms, well, you might be in for a 
surprise <ouch>. 

After having had many opinions myself 
over the years, today I fully appreciate queens 
as a welcome and necessary part of our 
community. Let’s not forget that it was the 
drag queens at the Stonewall Inn in 1969 that 
fought the police and created what is now 
called the gay liberation movement—at least 
in the US. In Canada, Pierre Elliot Trudeau 
simply changed the laws to legalize homo- 
sexual behaviour between consenting adults. 

Unfortunately, drag queens are still 
marginalized, if not outright scorned, within 
many segments of the straight and gay 
community. They represent the “outcasts” of 
two stigmatized groups: gay men and 
heterosexual crossdressers. The organizers of 
the 1992 pride parade in Montreal attempted 
to ban drag queens from participating, for 
example, because they claimed they did not 
meet respectable community standards. 

Let’s face it, a Pride parade without drag 
queens would be like a cake without icing. A 
parade ought to represent the various 
factions of the culture it represents. Without 
queens in pride parades, most such marches 
in Canada would simply become vehicles by 


which straight marketers would try to sell us 
their services. 

Interestingly, drag queens themselves are 
often invested in distinguishing themselves 
from heterosexual crossdressers and 
transwomen, emphasizing that drag is 
something one does and not who someone is. 


Frankly, as I wrote about in an earlier 
column, humankind seems to have an innate 
need to believe that some people are better 
than others, often creating an inferiority or 
superiority complex within individuals. No 
one is immune. 

In terms of psychological research, drag 
queens have been considered sick, confused, 
or mentally ill from an outsider’s perspective. 
From an insider’s perspective, however, they 
operate on an incentive system whereby the 
benefits outweigh the costs. For example, 
professional drag queens who are successful 
and paid for their performances are often 


highly admired and respected within the gay 
community. Amateurs, however, are often 
disrespected. 

Cross culturally, it has been reported that 
drag is on the increase in Argentina, Brazil, 
Columbia, Japan, South Korea, Thailand, 
and in some European countries. Further- 
more, drag is represented differently in 
several cultures. 

Some of our early First Nations people 
were homosexually inclined men who 
crossdressed (as contrasted to those who were 
transsexual). The Hijras of India are probably 
closest to what we think of as MtF 
transsexual people. These individuals enjoy 
special rights at weddings and births as they 
perform for money and provide blessings— 
most of whom have had their penises and 
scrotums removed by other Hijras as a 
spiritual offering <a definite ouch!>. In 
Berlin, there are both drag queens and the 
“Tunten.” The Tunten are a community of gay 
crossdressers who generally wear trashy 
clothing as a political protest or statement. 
On stage, they perform as the “woman next 
door,” in contrast to the drag queen who 
generally impersonates famous divas. In 
Thailand, their “third gender” is referred to 
as “kathoey,” although today in urban centres 
they are usually called lady boys or tomboys. 
In Samoa, the “fa’affafine” (traditionally, 
performers in Samoan theatre) now call 
themselves drag queens. Today, they perform 
in trendy discos. 

In conclusion, drag queens appear to be 
gaining in popularity worldwide. I guess it 
should be no surprise that their performances 
have an avant garde quality—innovative and 
edgy. Let me end by saying a special thank 
you to T.S., a drag queen who was there when 
I came out, and who still entertains with an 
unquestioned passion. O 


References can be found on Page 16. 


Kevin Alderson can be contacted by confidential email at alderson@ucalgary.ca, or by confidential voice mail at 403-605-5234. 
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‘M.istress Manners 


Dear Mistress Manners, 


What do you do when your friends make commitments and ask you to watch them and call them 
on their stuff? | have a friend who told me she was going to get sober and that, if | saw her drinking, 
| should make a big deal out of it. | haven’t had much experience with drugs and alcohol. I’m really 
sheltered. My parents didn’t drink and | don’t really either. So, anyway, this friend of mine told me that 
she is trying to get clean and she told me that, if | saw her drinking, | should come up to her and tell 
her to stop. The other night, that very thing happened. We were at a drag show and she was drinking. 
| asked the people she was with and they said that she had already had several drinks. When | told 
her that | thought she had had enough, she got really mad at me and blew up at me. She said some 
pretty mean things but | shrugged it off. Then | called her the next day and she didn’t apologize. | don’t 
know if she even remembered. | want to be a good friend, but at what cost? 

~ Worried and Confused 


Illustration: Perry Mah 


Dear Worried and Confused, 


One thing is clear: you are being a good friend. It takes a lot to listen and to trust our friends to tell 
them what they want from us and what they need. Unfortunately, we often don’t know what we need 
or what we can handle. It sounds like your friend set up some rules that she really wanted to follow 
and she even set up someone to enforce those rules (she clearly sees you as a trustworthy and reliable 
friend). However, that does not mean that she is ready to follow the rules she set up for herself, 
particularly when it comes to drinking. There were different parts of the brain at work when your 
friend was sober and making the rules and when your friend was inebriated and breaking the rules. 
This can be a real challenge to witness, especially if you have not been exposed to this behavioural 
pattern before. 

One of the best characteristics to hone, when you’re helping a friend work through addiction issues, 
is patience. It sounds trite, | know; but it is important to realize that your friend is probably on her own 
roller coaster of complex feelings and behaviours. And, as much as she wants you to step in and help 
her control her actions, ultimately, she has to learn to do that for herself. You might want to read up 
more on what plagues her. There are many books out there on addiction issues. Also, be aware that 
if she said she is trying to get “clean” she might be doing more than drinking. This is just something 
to be aware of. Don’t let Mistress Manners freak you out. Addictions are very similar in terms of the 
negotiations that go on in the minds of those who are struggling to stay sober. 

That said, be aware of putting yourself in a situation where your friend blows up at you for trying to 
help her. It sounds like you are a good friend; but you are also right to consider the cost. These are 
discussions you might want to have with her when you are ready and when she is sober. 


Please contact Mistress Manners with your questions at: mistressmanners@gmail.com 
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Are You Interested in Participating 
in a GLBT Counselling Group? 


Getting Stronger Every Day 


¢ Improve your self-esteem and ability to relate 
successfully with others - both gay and straight 


Wednesdays, 1 - 2:30 pm 
September 22 - November 24 


University of Calgary ° Maximum 12 participants 
COST: Free, except $50 deposit that is returned on the last day of group. 


Facilitated by Dr. Kevin Alderson, well-known psychologist, writer, and professor 
of GLBT issues. Graduate counselling students will act as co-facilitators. 


For more information, or to register, please email: alderson@ucalgary.ca 
with subject line “Group Fall 2010” 
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Romance drifts through the air as you enter the 
grand foyer to the music of the grand piano. 
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Peter Pans 


I smell the same way I did when I was 12, 
thanks to The Body Shop’s decision to put 
their early nineties’ scent, Dewberry, back on 
the market. I just noticed this recently. I was 
walking by the store and wandered in, which 
is something I hadn't done since my twenties. 
Once inside, I was in fruity overload; but I 
spotted the familiar Dewberry display as I 
would a family member. Moments later, I 
found myself at the counter with a spread to 
handle every level of personal hygiene. I had 
cash in my wallet and was, therefore, able to 
live out the kind of shopping spree I could only 
dream of back when I really needed a good 
skin care routine. 

It was a triumphant moment, to say the 
least. I had a bag of stuff and felt like I'd 
reached a milestone or attained a goal. 
And, in a way, I had. My teen-aged self had 
imagined a life much like the one [’m living— 
where I could splurge on things that 
mattered: soap and lotion. (It should be noted 
that, by adulthood, most people want to 
splurge on more than soaps and lotions; but, 
to this day, that is my major weakness and 
indulgence.) 

My current day self went home delighted— 
maybe even ecstatic. 

My teen self had imagined something 
better than the situation I was in at the time 
(having no boyfriend, no social status and 
nothing exciting going on). My 14-year-old self 
imagined growing up and being surrounded 
by wonderful men who valued me and saw 
me for who I was, not like the brutes in the 
cafeteria and the smoke pit behind the school. 

It’s funny what fantasies we have. Heading 
into mid-life, ’ve passed through that phase 
in which I deluded myself with visions of 
things that seemed to appease most people. 
I managed to avoid getting married; but 
not for lack of trying. Years went by with 


co-habitation—with partners across the 
gender spectrum—and me grasping for the 
dreams I thought I wanted. 

Only recently did I realize that my 12-year- 
old self was pretty insightful. I used to 
fantasize about a great apartment and about 
doing work that made sense to me. I wasn’t 
sure what I wanted to be; but I knew I wanted 
a career and I wanted to take it very 
seriously. I wanted to have friends and I 
wanted to feel happy; but there was no white 
picket fence, no baby stroller or 50th 
anniversary I’d-do-it-all-over-again diamond. 
Instead, I saw a stylish shower stall with a 
handheld showerhead (amazing how detailed 
such fantasies can be) and an endless supply 
of Dewberry scented products. 


Right by my little bachelor apartment, my 
friends live out their own bachelor existences 
in their tiny apartments. Sometimes we share 
dinner or movies and sometimes we just hang 


ot That Kind of Girl 


~ METTE BACH 


out. Whether romantically involved or not, we 
have something crucially important—we 
really love living alone. This binds us. 
Regardless of our mantras, my downstairs 
neighbour says he’s not looking for love, just 
sex. My other neighbour says he’s so far 
removed from what a healthy relationship is 
that he just doesn’t bother any more. 

Instead, we have our toys. We have the 
stuff that connects us in meaningful ways to 
our pasts: superhero comics, Star Wars 
figurines, wrestling dolls and Dewberry soap. 
Recently, my neighbour went onto eBay and 
bought himself a blast from his past—one he 
had coveted but couldn’t afford as a 
youngster. It’s a plastic doll complete with 
camper van and accessories. It takes up a 
significant percentage of his total square 
footage; but he doesn’t care. He’s turning it 
into an art project. He asked if I thought it 
was immature of him to spend a good deal of 
his disposable income on toys—literally. 

At other times in my life, I probably would 
have said yes. I know I could call up countless 
people and they would tell me that, indeed, 
it is immature. It’s okay to feel nostalgia, but 
not okay to indulge it. 

Sometimes I wonder about the sacrifices 
people make in order to “grow up.” and I ask 
myself what it means to be mature. When 
I try to answer that question, I can’t help 
but stumble on some pretty status quo 
assumptions about how life should be lived. 
And the more I think about it, the more 
proud I am that my friends and I are busy 
trying to make contact with the people we 
were before puberty—before life got 
complicated and collective dreams got in the 
way of individual ones. O 
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’m thinking of starting a new religion. 

The climate seems ripe for it. 

Catholics are shaken by their church’s 

sexual abuse cover-ups, Anglicans are 

on the verge of an unreconcilable 
split, and Scientologists have been facing a 
credibility crisis ever since the release of the 
secret Xenu sex tapes. 

Now, I don’t expect the First United 
Church of Slap will be very popular on the 
outset; but ’m optimistic that people will 
overcome their initial hesitations. For one, 
Slapelicans won't be required to accept quite 
as much dogma as other religious followers. 
As a non-prophet organization, FUCS won't 
promote any particular theory about the 
origins of the universe and meaning of our 
existence; but it will provide a wide range of 
optional deities, each with basic telepathic 


communication services, as well as selective 
prayer and wish-granting abilities. Bonus 
features aside, though, the big selling point 
of FUCS is its central, culturally-relevant 
tenet of personal entitlement. 

The entitlement tenet generously extends 
existing religious rights to cover pretty 
much anything. This not only gives each 
Slapelican an automatic importance over all 
non-members (and even members that you 
don’t agree with), but you get to practise it in 
the form of everyday discrimination without 


the threat of legal consequences. Just imagine 
it: Are you a vegetarian working at a 
government registrar's office? With the FUCS 
entitlement tenet, simply refuse to issue 
hunting licenses. Come from a background 
where women just don’t traditionally handle 
finances? Deny them a bank account. Do the 
reserved clothing styles of Conservative Party 
members offend your sense of style? Kick 
them off your bus. Don’t worry about any 
feelings of guilt or personal responsibility; 
another bus will probably come along soon, 
and I’m sure other people will probably be 
willing to fill in the services for you. Of course, 
the best part about all this is that the legal 
paperwork is already being taken care of by 
existing religions. 

Don’t be skeptical. Even though Canada 
has, since the 1960s, garnered a reputation 


Do unto 


of tolerance and equality even beyond those 
of many other leading constitutional 
countries, work on the legality of the 
entitlement tenet is noticeably progressing. 

Just last month, the Human Rights 
Commission heard arguments from a 
Christian couple in Grand Forks, British 
Columbia who claimed that they have the 
right to turn away gay customers from their 
business. As Christians, they argued, it 
violated their personal religious freedoms to 
accommodate gay guests at their bed and 


others 
QS iS personally 


Convenient unto 


~ MARK FROM SLAP 


breakfast. A decision in this case is still 
pending, but—for the sake of all Slapelicans 
and the entitlement tenet—the tribunal 
will hopefully accept the famous biblical 
precedent about turning people away from 
inns and rule in favour. If not, persistence will 
pay off eventually. An identical case from 
Stratford, PEI in 2001 had ruled in favour of 
a gay couple who were denied lodging at the 
Beach View Bed and Breakfast; but that 
hasn’t stopped this case from being heard 
nine years later. 

Bed and breakfasts aren’t the only battle 
front, either. This summer, the province of 
Saskatchewan drafted and submitted a bill 
that will make it legal for civil marriage 
commissioners in the province to refuse to 
perform marriage services for gay couples. 
The bill was proposed after a Christian civil 
marriage commissioner was fined 
for refusing to perform his duties 
for a gay couple. The government, 
overcome with sympathy for the 
poor marriage commissioner who 
can no longer be able to dis- 
criminate as he sees fit, even 
presented the bill to the Supreme 
Court to obtain advice on how 
to implement it without facing 
pesky legal challenges from 
Canada’s Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms. If it passes, civil 
marriage commissioners—and 
perhaps all other regular 
citizens providing non-religious 
services—will be able to pick and 
choose for whom who they can 
offer their public services, 
based solely on their privately 
held prejudices. 

So, things are looking up for FUCS and 
Slapelicans. Once these cases make the 
entitlement tenet a legal possibility, the 
church will be ready to operate, tax-free. And 
with other religions footing the bill for the 
legal ground-work, FUCS will be ready to 
pass the savings directly to you in the form 
of reduced initial membership fees. That is, 
unless you’re grey-eyed or from Burnaby, 
of course. I don’t think I’d care to serve 
your types. O 
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“We move back and forth. 
We're there to work for the inclusion 
of all people within the community.” 


Jim Collins, Author 
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Where the Child Things Are 
Confessions of a Circuit Breaker 


“Gurrrl, we’re all going dancing tonight,” my (younger) friend announces 
near the close of our phone conversation. “You should come!” 

“You know | gave that up,” | annoyingly reiterate (déja vous setting in). 

“Well, if you change your mind, call me!” 

Then he went out dancing. And | did not. Why? Because several years 
back, | made up my mind that | would not become one of “those” guys; the 
guys—when | was 25—that my friends and | deemed w-a-y too old to be 
dancing at a club. Thus, | turned in my dance card and gave up the dance. 

Post call, a few hours later while on the treadmill at the gym—my iPod 
infused with a new concoction of tribal tunes—all at once, | am both elated 
and glum. In an attempt to distract my conflicted demeanour, | begin mentally 
choreographing a fashion show (a byproduct of my profession). But, one by 
one, the imaginary supermodels are replaced by snapshots of my formative 
fag years, and | return to my happy daze—my dancehall days. The whole 
scenario makes me realize that —even while being active, running on the 
treadmill—I’m still stuck on one thing: | still really miss the dancing. Middle 
age has punched a hole in my dance card and, instead of granting me a 
free car wash, it’s left a hole in my whole. 
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Illustration: Robert Best 


~ J. CORBETT HOLMES 


unaware of what was in store. In typical fag fashion, it was much more 

than my vivid imagination might have concocted. It was a sea of hunky 
men, all in various forms of undress, all in white, and all happily bobbing 
about under the watchful eye of (what | would eventually learn) the star DJ. 
That was a million years ago and a few years into what has infamously lived 
on for decades now as The White Party (the original New York version). 

Although a nubile innocent, | was also a burgeoning fashion designer. 
Thus, | came prepared in my variation of white: a taken-apart, refitted, then 
entirely studded with rhinestones pair of white boxer shorts. Shortly 
aftersubmerging into the sea of dancing men, | was spotted by one of the 
drag queens elevated atop a box in the centre of the massive dance floor (a 
result, | suspect, of my uber-sparkly foundation ensemble). 

She raised her overly penciled eyebrow in my direction and twisted her 
mod-clad figure into a pose. In rebuttal, | threw her my best bored-model- 
caught-in-editorial stance. Next, an extremely long, metallic-purple, press- 
on nail aimed itself at me, then repeatedly curled back into her—a showy 
command for me to appear at her glittery-silver, platformed feet. 

Sashaying through the throngs of skivvy-clad men, | eventually landed at 
her box-throne where a cluster of metallic-purple digits extended themselves 
down to me. | reached up to shake her hand, and with the power of a world- 
class weightlifter, she/HE pulled me up and onto her/HIS box. 

“Hey, Mr. Sparkle,” she/HE greeted in a low, bourbon-soaked voice. “Don’t 
you look all festive? Almost as festive as me!” she/HE said, going over my 
body like a searchlight. “You need to be up here with me tonight Honey!” 

And with that—accompanied by a newly acquired affection for metallic- 
purple nail polish, a reminder to bench press more weight, the lyrical beat 
pulsating through my veins and a newborn joy for dancing among my peers— 
a sparkly go-go boy was born. 


T= first time | went to a big all-boys dance party, | was completely 


Before jumping into a hot shower, | discovered something new: a white 

hair had mysteriously sprouted on my chest—my first. This brought 
with it an odd, albeit unexpected, prompt back to my earlier thoughts and a 
new mark of recognition regarding firsts: that there are all sorts of virginal 
experiences and at every age. 

After acknowledging what’s inevitably the start of a new white-party-of- 
hair on my chest, | also realized how much I’ve learned from my virginal 
experiences, and that, because they were firsts, they’ve stayed profoundly 
ingrained in my cranium. 


Fe sre | turned off my iPod, got off the treadmill and went home. 


Here are a few things I’ve learned from my firsts: 

¢ I’ve learned that you will only be a virgin at something once, and, much 
as you may try, you can never repeat the same experience; 

¢ that you can’t eat cake before bed after the age of thirty without gaining 
weight; 

¢ that the social venues for homos over forty are less; 

that everyone has a story that began on a blank white page (including 

this one); that it’s better to participate in the dance instead of watching 

from the side; 

that white is a non-coloured canvas on which to custom-colour your 

own work-of-art world; 

that life moves at white-lighting speed—propelling you through decades 

faster than you can Say virgin; 

that there will always be more firsts until death—which will also be a 

first; and 

¢ that I’ve learned the importance of rhinestones. 


So, along with the aforementioned learnings and all the memorable firsts, 
as | pack my bag for a trip further into middle age, | shall continue to approach 
my firsts with eager, albeit cautious (comes with age) optimism. But, from 
time to time, provoked by a good tribal beat, | still miss that place, that 
special, sparkly-white, innocent place ingrained in my memory book—where 
the child things are. 
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Shiva offers a complete range 
of esthetics and the best in 
anti-aging technology, including 
UltraShape-fat reduction and 
body contouring. Services for both 
men and women are completely 
private and confidential 
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The Internet has been a boom for those 
wanting easy access to information without 
leaving home, but a bust to independent book 
stores struggling to stay afloat. This is much 
akin to the demise of record shops over the 
past several years as a result of illegal 
downloading of music. Recently, Toronto’s 
Glad Day Bookshop went public with a plea 
for support from the community. 

After 40 years of operations, Canada’s first 
LGBT book store is currently working within 
a “business plan that is a two-month-at-a- 
time kind of thing”, states Co-Manager 
Sholem Krishtalka, who works alongside 
owner, John Scythes, and Manager Prodan 
Nedev. After the closing of Oscar Wilde’s in 
New York City a few years back, Glad Day is 
the longest continuous operating LGBT book 
store in North America, and perhaps the 
world. It is known for its collection of 
books and magazines—both current and out 
of print—as well as a wide variety of media, 
including DVDs, periodicals, and novelty 
items. 

“We're ordering only material that we 
know we can sell in two months; so, by 
August/September, we’re going to see 
where we’re at, and make any decisions 
accordingly,” continues Krishtalka. The 
shop was originally opened by Jearld 
Moldenhauer, and operated as a grassroots 
entity based out of his personal living space 
up until 1981, when it moved to its current 
location on Yonge Street. Moldenhauer also 
was one of the entrepreneurial minds behind 
Body Politic (1971-1987), an infamous 
magazine that played an important role in 
the politicalization of gay rights, and later 
morphed into Pink Triangle Press. 

As can be imagined, both of these 
initiatives were considered forward thinking 
by some, and taboo by others. There were 
many instances where items were seized by 
Canada Customs, and deemed obscence 


~ BRYEN DUNN 


After 40 years... 


it’s now two months at a time 


material. Body Politic also had a couple of 
articles that were identified as objectionable 
for print. Those challenges had broader 
impact beyond the LGBT community over 
the policing of the kinds of materials to 
which Canadians currently have access. 
The Ontario Film Review Board (OFRB) 
challenge had enormous implications for 
film distribution in general, from festivals 
and arts organizations, to film companies 
and individual retailers. The legal costs for 
the OFRB challenge were approximately 
$100,000. 


In each instance, Moldenhauer and his 
supporters would challenge the charges, often 
ending up in court and acquiring significant 
legal costs, most paid on his own accord. He 
felt passionately enough about his ideology, 
and realized he was not alone. He once 
remarked, “For the first 15 or 20 years, the 
phone at Glad Day never stopped ringing, and 
it would usually be people looking for 
community information.” 

Despite mainstream book retailers 
providing full sections of gay and lesbian 
material, Glad Day has been a politically 
active and engaged entity, and has main- 
tained a continuously active voice in freedom- 
of-expression and censorship battles since its 
beginning. It’s for this reason that it still has 
avid supporters, and should not be forgotten 
for its impact on Toronto’s gay history. “It is 
still the only bookstore in the city where the 
values of LGBTQ writers, and therefore of the 
community, are represented in an undiluted 
fashion,” says Toronto-based author Jeffrey 
Round. 

“We all love our objets d’art. 
There’s still something about 
touching and smelling a beau- 
tiful book that makes you want 
to own it and hold it,” he states. 

“Adult magazines used 
to be our biggest seller; but 
since many have stopped 
publishing, the things that 
sell the most are vintage and 
used porn mags,” Krishtalka 
advises. He understands that 
the lost revenue is estimated 
at around $3,000 a month. 
The selling of porn has always 
underwritten other less imme- 
diately marketable sections, 


like queer theory or poetry. “I think there are 
whole sections of the store that can’t be found 
elsewhere, such as our queer theory books, 
our Canadian history section, international 
studies section, our counselling and 
psychiatry section, and our trans section,” 
states Krishtalka. He also says, “Our large 
collection of remaindered fiction is a really 
important source of income. DVDs (as in 
regular queer films, not adult) have also been 
a steady mainstay of our sales curve.” 


The typical customer base has always been 
individuals between the ages of 30 and 50. 
The boolstore recently improved its website 
presence, making ordering online much 
easier. It’s also become quite active with 
different suburban school boards, and places 
like the Triangle Program, hoping to reach 
the younger population. Krishtalka thinks 
that this is very important as we tend to live 
in the immediate present. “People barely 
remember the pillars of queer life that are 
still active and still living. That’s terrifying 
to me,” he laments. 

As for the future of books and Glad Day, 
Krishtalka says, “People can buy gift 
certificates, they can donate books and 
magazines that they no longer want, and they 
can just continue to spread the message 
around.” Or you could continue to purchase 
books, as the patron who spent over $200 did 
while I was in the shop. O 

www.gladdaybookshop.com 


Photos: Bryen Dunn 
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Theres a new face in town... 


JULY 26 JUILLET > AUGUST 1 AOUT 2010 


LA FETE GAIE DE MONTREAL ALL TOGETHER DIFFERENT 


CABARET NEW YORK 


LESBOMONDE 


JOEY ARIAS 
PETER RAUHOFER 


ISAAC ESCALANTE 


MISWHITE 


Complete programming and ticket sales online 
Programmation complete et information billetterie a 


WWW.DIVERSCITE.ORG 


~ BRYEN DUNN 


Tracey Sandilands emigrated from South 
Africa to Canada just over a year ago, arriving 
in Toronto to take on the position of Executive 
Director (ED) at Pride Toronto. It was a 
position left vacant for quite some time after 
the previous ED had left, along with the 
majority of the staff and volunteers. Basically, 
it was a vacancy that needed to be filled and 
staffed immediately in order to make Pride 
2009 happen in six months. 

At the time that Sandilands was hired, 
Pride had well reached its prime position as 
one of the biggest LGBT events in the world, 
and also one of the premier overall events in 
Canada. There were grumbles over why the 
search for a successor had to extend beyond 
our Canadian borders. This was a decision 
made by the Board of Directors after 
interviewing several qualified applicants and 
deciding on the best person for the position. 

Sandilands is a business person foremost, 
and most likely these qualities gave her the 
upper edge in securing the lead role at Pride 
Toronto. Prior to her arrival, the organization 
had the operating structure of a large 
business entity; yet, it was being run by a staff 
of three or four individuals, along with many 
dedicated volunteers. The community spirit 
was there; but it was being lost within the 
growing mainstream takeover that leaked 
like venom into the organization over the 
previous five to ten years. Everyone wanted 
to be a part of the gay way, and it seemed 
there was no way of stopping this corporate 
steamroller. 

Wanting to find more about who exactly 
Tracey Sandilands was, I sat down with her 
to try and figure it all out. Based on my 
preliminary research of various mediums, my 
initial question was: Are you a racist 
heterosexual? 

Sandilands explained that, prior to 
arriving in Toronto, she worked as Media and 
Events manager with the Triangle Project, a 
queer service organization in the Western 
Cape. She also spent four years as a board 
member with Cape Town Pride, two years 
with Joburg Pride, and was instrumental in 


starting up Soweto Pride. She was a stout 
supporter of the then-banned African 
National Congress in South Africa, and was 
in a mixed-race relationship in the days when 
such relationships were illegal. Later, as a 
founding member of Gays for Equitable 
Media, her activism focused on the queer 
community in South Africa in relation to the 
education of the media. 

Next, I wanted to clarify the difference 
between her role as ED and the role of the 
Board. She summarizes: “I’m employed to 
implement the strategic objectives of the 
organization as defined by the board. I employ 
the staff, work out the operational plan and 
make sure everyone’s short-term plans fit in 
with the overall vision of the organization. I 
manage the staff and finances, and oversee 
the activities performed in the presentation 
of the festival.” 

“The Board is a governance board. It 
determines the strategic direction of the 
organization, the mission, vision and values 
and the strategic objectives that need to be 
fulfilled in order to meet the goals,” she 
further explains. 

With some stating that the LGBT 
community is no longer being represented, 
I questioned accountability. “We are ac- 
countable to the queer community of Toronto 
to deliver against the current goals. The 
community helped to identify those goals and 
they are currently being reviewed, with the 
intention of bringing new, revised goals to the 
community for approval,” she assures. The 
organization doesn’t currently hold open 
community events, but does maintain an 
online discussion forum on which everyone 
can provide feedback on existing or new 
threads. 

To date, she’s pleased to have implemented 
some new policies for improved fiscal controls, 
and a platform for greater transparency of 
decision making. She’s also encountered some 
significant challenges. She mentions, 
“Individual interpretations of political 
messaging, antagonism by some media, and 
a lot of bitterness from decisions of the past 


Tracey 


Sandilands 


Executive Director, 
Pride Toronto 


that seem to have boiled over this year. I feel 
our focus needs to be on the responsibility and 
the opportunity to maximize the potential of 
this world-class festival to help highlight 
LGBT issues and the history and achieve- 
ments of our community,” she stresses. 
With World Pride on the horizon, what can 
Toronto queers expect? Sandilands promises, 
“Our plan is to have more year-round events 
leading up to 2014, and a continuing in- 
creased focus on queer human rights, both 
locally and abroad.” The fine line between 
community representation and corporate 
funding remains blurred for the time being; 
but, hopefully, some constructive commu- 
nication will entail which results in a 
balanced solution to appease all. By the 
way, she did confirm that she identifies as 
pansexual. Now, when can we expect a “P” to 
be added to the LGBTTIQQ2SA acronym? 


Pride Toronto’s Mission, Vision, Values and 
Community Outreach initiative can be found 
on its website www.pridetoronto.com. O 


On Arrival - “| would not have come if my 
wife Janine hadn’t come with me. As for the 
dogs (Bandit and Nikita), it was good to be 
able to bring them without too much difficulty. 
Pride didn’t pay for my transfer. | paid for 
everything myself as it was that important for 
me to come over and do this job.” 


On Apartheid - “| think Apartheid is one of 
the worst crimes mankind has managed to 
come up with, superseded only by ‘ethnic 
cleansing’ and genocide.” 


On Activism - “It’s very important. It’s how 
we achieved everything we have now for the 
queer community; it’s how humanity 
managed to raise awareness of a multitude 
of repressions over history. 


On Action - “I believe that trans issues, 
particularly relating to health care and access 
to employment, currently need the most 
attention. | look forward to the day when trans 
people are no longer forced to identify as male 
or female in order to access the basic benefits 
that other citizens enjoy.” 
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WHITE PARTY CRUISE - AUGUST 1ST 

PRIDE GO-GO CRUISE - AUGUST 1ST 

PRIDE PARTY CRUISE - AUGUST 2ND 
$60, MORE AT DOCKSIDE IF AVAILABLE 


AVAILABLE AT: WWW.CRUISEYT. COM | LITTLE SISTER'S BOOKSTORE | PRIAPE 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 604-551-BOAT (604-551-2628) 


Celebrate Summer of Pride 
99¢ shows on iTunes 


Movies Drama Comedy Documentaries 


=TFT= TS Lets] 


Available from your cable provider, online, iTunes and on your iPhone, iPad and iTouch. 


S 
AN-E & PECIAL GUEST 
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C 


SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 5TH -$25 


AVAILABLE AT: WWW.CRUISEYT.COM | LITTLE SISTER'S BOOKSTORE | PRIAPE 
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OR MORE INFORMATION CALL 604-5 € 


ALLIANCE FILMS OUTLOOKS MAGAZINE 
INVITE YOU AND A GUEST TO A FAMILY AND FRIENDS SCREENING OF 


ANNETTE BENING 
JULIANNE MOORE 
MARK RUFFALO 


MIA WASIKOWSKA 
JOSH HUTCHERSON 


TO ENTER, EMAIL: portestes Ounloehat ca 
with your city in the subject line: 
CALGARY: JULY 14, THE UPTOWN THEATRE 
EDMONTON: JULY 14, CINEPLEX ODEON SOUTH EDMONTON 


VANCOUVER: JULY 12, TINSELTOWN ~ 
CONTEST CLOSES JULY 9, 2010 re 


OUTLOOKS 


Homophobic Countries: to go or not to go? 


I’m keen to travel just about anywhere, and like you, | have something of 
a destination dream list. Malawi was never on it. 

The events that occurred in Malawi over the past few weeks have made 
me think a lot about whether or not | should travel to countries where it’s 
illegal to be gay. (In case you haven’t heard, a gay Malawian couple was 
recently imprisoned for getting engaged; after massive international outcry 
the couple was released from prison, one of them is now trying to be straight 
and the other lives in fear for his life). 

According to the annual ILGA* report State-sponsored Homophobia: a 
worldwide survey of laws prohibiting same-sex activity between consenting 
adults, itis currently illegal to be gay in 76 countries, “including the ‘infamous 
five’ which put people to death for their sexual orientation: Iran, Mauritania, 
Saudi Arabia, Sudan and Yemen (plus some parts of Nigeria and Somaiia).” 

I’m not surprised to see those five on the list. But digging into their list is 
fascinating. Other than South Africa, I’ve always assumed we’re “criminals” 
everywhere in Africa. Not so. Surprisingly, being gay is nota crime in a handful 
of African countries, among them Benin, Chad, Céte d’lvoire, Niger, 
Democratic Republic of Congo, and Madagascar. 

What should be more sobering to Canadian gay and lesbian travellers is 
the reminder that we are very illegal in some nearby, sexy vacation spots, 
and | know gay people who have visited them. Friends own a condo in 
Barbados where homosexuality carries a life sentence. If my pals had been 
caught fucking in Jamaica they'd have faced 10 years hard labour. 

Of course, enforcement varies around the globe. While homosexuality is 
legal in most of the world’s nations, that doesn’t mean it’s widely accepted. 
While | was comfortable holding my partner’s hand throughout Berlin, | doubt 


ee ee ee \ I'd do the same in Mexico City or Shanghai—or Atlanta, for that matter. 
A Proud Opus | The big question is really this: should we visit countries where we’re 
“illegal?” Check out the easy-to-read list of countries on Wikipedia.org 
The swish Opus Hotel is offering two different packages during | (search for LGBT rights by country). Then tell me what you think. Email me 
Vancouver's Pride season. Their “Celebrate Pride” package starts | or pop by my blog at www.randallshirley.com/blog. 
at $329 for a queen room, and includes a welcome amenity, mini- * The International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans and Intersex Association - www.ilga.org. 


bar credit, complimentary parking, and $50 food credit for their 
onsite restaurants. “Propose on Pride” package includes champagne | 
and breakfast in bed to encourage whatever proposition you choose. | a - = — —-— ee F=EN 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

ag cele | | New Service Combines 
| # 
| 

| 

| 

| 


| Gay Lodging Options 


: A web service brings together home- 
| shares, timeshare exchanges, youth hostel 
| options, couch surfing, and other lodging 
possibilities all with a gay bent. Check out 


' Congrats Gay WestJetters and Air A Gay British Holliday by the Sea 


| 
Canadians A program called “GMEN : 


A 
| 
| 

: | Brighton” adds extra options for 
At the 2010 World Airline Awards, Westlet won the Airline Staff | | 
Service Excellence Award North America, while Air Canada was | 
named Best Airline in North America. The awards are based on 

responses from more than | 
17 million global travellers | 
| Skytrax's annual World | 
Airline Survey. It is the 


a stopover in the UK’s gayest | 
1 ; seaside resort. Organizers call | 
NS Goud ' it “a new concept in short-break 

Tad : activity learning holidays for gay | 
and bisexual men.” Guests | 
choose to attend a 3-day | 
course on one of a range of 

" only independent global themes/skills, including stand- | 
passenger survey of airline | up comedy, mixology, kayaking, digital photography, and more. Courses | 


| standards. | run into August, including the area’s Pride season. www.gmenbrighton.com. | 
L Photo: Randall Shirley ! 
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Travel with 


Vacation packages to the 
Caribbean, Mexico, U.S.A, 
Europe, South America, 
Asia and Australia 


In partnership with Spartacus International Gay Guide 


LTA 


————— Call 1 866 529-2079 or your travel agent 


*Air Canada Vacations is a registered trademark of Air Canada, used under license by Touram Limited Partnership. ®Aeroplan is a registered trademark of Aeroplan Canada Inc. 
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Great Adventu 


where gay travel began 


er 


The Grand Canyon: Where gay group travel began. Photo: Dongfan Wang, Dreamstime 


Where do gays go once weve hit every circuit party, visited every gay village, pranced from Pride to 


Pride, and done at least one semi-obligatory all-gay cruise? Travel Editor Randall Shirley looks 


at the latest trend—adventure travel—which actually goes back to the very first organized, all-gay trips. 


Gay Travel Trivia Question: Where was 
the first commercially organized gay group 
travel? 

Answer: The Grand Canyon. The year 
was 1973, and gay travel legend Hanns 
Ebensten made the arrangements with a 
Grand Canyon river outfitter to take a 
group of daring homos, by boat, down the 
monstrous river that is essentially the jugular 
of the American West. Oh, that I had been 
among them. 

Organized gay travel has changed a 
lot since Hanns took that first group of 
“discerning homosexual gentlemen” down 
the Grand Canyon. Ebensten created a 
business out of gay travel—both soft- 
adventure, and general tourism. He died 
in 2006, aged 83. Today, Phil Sheldon owns 
Hanns’ original tour company, and the 
company “brands” their gay adventure 
division as Alyson Adventure. 


32 


“We still offer [the Grand Canyon] trip,” 
Phil says, “and we are offering seven Grand 
Canyon trips between June and September 
2010. On the river itself, not much has 
changed, although our ‘discerning homo- 
sexual gentlemen’ have become ‘gay men.’ 
We also now offer one Grand Canyon trip 
each year as an all-welcome tour, with a 
mixture of gay men, lesbians and open- 
minded straight friends.” 

While the Grand Canyon remains Alyson 
Adventure’s #1-selling trip, Phil says other 
destinations have gained popularity, and that 
things change over time. “We're finding a lot 
of interest in doing traditional adventure 
activities in new locations, such as biking 
along the Nile River and along the Red 
Sea in Egypt, and taking a biking/hiking/ 
horseback tour of Easter Island. 

“Some destinations where every gay tour 
operator ran trips a few years ago, but which 
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no longer seem as popular, include Costa Rica 
and Thailand,” Phil continues. “Both 
achieved popularity...because they were 
among the few ‘exotic’ countries that warmly 
welcomed gay men and lesbians, and both 
countries had gay guesthouses and beaches.” 


anadians, long-known for being 

intrepid travellers, are also in on 

the gay-group adventure trend. 
Torontonian Robert Sharp operates gay 
tours under the name Out Adventures, and 
says he’s seeing an increased interest in 
adventure travel. 

“Many of our clients have done numerous 
gay cruises/resorts and are looking for a new, 
exciting experience,” Rob explains. “Others 
are not at all interested in the larger gay 
events/cruises and prefer to travel on trips 
like ours to meet others interested in more 
cultural experiences. 


“We are on the softer side of the adventure 
world—biking, hiking, rafting, camping,” he 
continues,” however we often can add on or 
recommend more adventurous activities such 
as diving, bungee jumping, horseback riding, 
etc. We usually balance the trips with active 
and non-active days in order to appeal to 
more people.” 

That appeal is broad, Robert says. He notes 
that a recent Peru gay adventure trip had ages 
ranging from 25-55, a mix of couples and 
singles, and represented five different 
countries. “If I had to stereotype,” Rob jokes, 
“T could say that the group consisted of a few 
bears, a few twinks and even a few gym boys. 
My favourite moment on this trip was when an 
exceptionally energetic out traveller from New 
York was leading the group to the highest point 
of the trek (14,000 feet) singing showtunes— 
with most of the group at least humming along.” 

Phil Sheldon says one thing most gay 
adventure travellers have in common is interest 
in physical activity. “Not all [our guests] work 
out regularly in gyms, but while on holiday, 
they are the type of traveler who would rather 
be on a bike than to sit on a bus.” 

Robert notes this is one of the prime reasons 
many active travellers choose to book with a 
reputable adventure agent. “We ask the right 
questions to determine which trips are best for 
them. Sometimes the adventure is just the 
culture itself which would mean we would 
likely recommend one of our less active trips. 
On the flip side, our most adventurous trip to 
Patagonia would appeal to those with a thirst 
for heart pounding excitement.” 

Many mainstream adventure companies 
welcome gay travellers, but Phil Sheldon says 
there’s something special about travelling 
with other gays. 


e magnificent peaks of Mount Fitzroy, Patagonia. 
ourtesy Out Adventures. 
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Travellers on an Alyson Adventures gay trip in the U.S. southwest. 
Photo: courtesy Alyson Adventures. 


ay group travel still matters,” Phil 

says, “because it is only when 

traveling with a gay group that gay 
and lesbian travellers can be completely 
open and relaxed without wondering 
what anyone else in the group thinks 
about them.” 

To illustrate, Phil tells of spending a 
week in Israel, including hiking on Masada, 
swimming in the Dead Sea and other 
adventures. “We had just arrived in Jordan, 
a country with an ethnic Palestinian 
majority. In the evening we went to a 
cafe called Books@Cafe and sat on the 
upstairs terrace where we could see the 
twinkling lights of Amman spread in front 
of us. Sitting around the table were our 


Palestinian-Jordanian ‘bear lover; a young 
Jordanian gay male couple who both still 
lived with their parents and discreetly held 
hands under our table; an American-born 
Israeli Jew whose gay marriage was the first 
recognized by the Israeli government; the 
first professional gay activist and AIDS 
prevention counselor from Lebanon (a 
Christian); a man born in India, but brought 
up in Oman; an agnostic Frenchman, and 
me, an American Christian.... As a group 
of gay men we found unity and joy that we 
only wished we could pass on to the various 
governments as they attempt to find solutions 
to the challenges of the region!” 

Hanns Ebensten would have liked that. 
So would I. And so, likely, would you. O 


Five Surprising 
Gay Group Tours 


1. Tuscan Trails: Walk through verdant 
forests and orchards, then enjoy Italy’s 
famous cuisine. September 12 - 20, 
2010, with Alyson Adventure. 
www.alysonadventures.com 


. 2. Thunder Dragon: Explore the 
Himalayan Kingdom of Bhutan. October 
10 - 28, 2010, with long-time gay 
adventure company Toto Tours. 
www.tototours.com 


3. Kilimanjaro Climb: A trek to the top of 
as Africa’s highest peak. November 27 - 
December 4, 2010, with Out West 
Global Adventures. 
www.outwestadventures.com 


Sst 


Out Adventures’ Robert Sharp with locals on a Swaziland adventure. Photo: courtesy Out Adventures. 


3 Things to Ask! 


Even if your tour agent or company is gay-owned, it’s important to ask some questions about 
the actual tour—especially if it’s important for you to travel with other gays/lesbians. 


4. Argentina: Become an adventurer in 
the spectacular wilds of Patagonia. 
January 2-17, 2011, with Out 

1. Who’s leading this trip? Will they be gay/lesbian? Adventures. www.out-adventures.com 

2. Will the other guests be gay/lesbian? 


3. Has someone from your company actually been there already to check this out? And will 26 olneool Cosmology: ine sacle Malley) 
they be coming with us? Machu Picchu & Lake Titicaca, October 


1-15, 2011, with Spirit Journeys (note: 
this gay-organized tour will welcome 


all). www.spiritjourneys.com 


Hikers at Peru’s Machu Picchu. Photo: courtesy Out Adventures. 
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QUTADVENTURES 


Small groups. Seven continents. Gay adventures. 


"Outstanding adventure. | would 
recommend OUT Adventures and 
plan to travel with them again soon." 


- Joe, San Francisco 


out-adventures.com 


CELEBRATING PRIDE 
FROM COAST TO COAST 


Surrey, BC July 9 -11 www.oisrainbowculturalsociety.ca 
Charlottetown, PEI July 12 - 18 www.arcofpei.com 

Prince George, BC July 14 - 18 www.pgpride.com 

London, ON July 15 - 25 www.pridelondon.ca 

Halifax, NS July 17 - 26 www.halifaxpride.com 
Mississauga - Peel, ON July 24 www.prideeventspeel.com 
Montréal, QC - Diverscite July 26 - August 1 www.diverscite.org 

Vancouver, BC July 30 - August 1 www.vancouverpride.ca 
Windsor, ON August 3 - 8 www.windsorpride.com 

Saint John, NB August 6 - 15 www.portcityrainbowpride.com 
Okanogan, BC August 11 - 15 www.gayokanagan.com 
Montréal, QC - Pride August 12 - 15 www.fiertemontrealpride.com 
Sarnia-Lambton, ON August 13 - 15 www.sarniapride.ca 

Moncton, NB August 15 - 22 www.fiertemonctonpride.ca 
Ottawa, ON August 20 - 29 www.capitalpride.ca 

Calgary, AB September 4 - 5 www.pridecalgary.ca 

Corner Brook, NL September 10 - 12 www.cornerbrookpride.com 
Peterborough, ON September 21 - 27 www.peterboroughpride.ca 


QUTLOOKS Pipe: 


Tiny Port Hope, Ontario, is more than just a signpost on the 401 between Toronto and Montréal— 


Bryen Dunn discovers it’s a charm-filled destination and bedroom community for many gays. 


Living in one of Canada’s major 
metropolitan centres, as many gays do, it’s 
easy to forget what an old-fashioned “main 
street” is. But whether you live in the Greater 
Toronto Area or are visiting the region, the 
spot recognized as “the best preserved Main 
Street in Ontario” is just over an hour away. 

It’s called Port Hope. And [d heard the 
gays are there. So I decided to go beyond my 
urban comfort zone, take a breather, and 
hopped in the car for a 60-minute ride into 
rural and weekend gay territory. 

Port Hope’s (pop. 16,000) picturesque 
Walton Street is the famous “Main Street,” 
and the municipality features over 270 
designated heritage buildings, the highest 
number of any other town or city per capita 
in Canada. 

Iwas lucky enough to meet local historian 
and architectural specialist Lee Caswell, who 
gave me the “pink tour”. I was intrigued by 
his informational tidbits of queerness, often 
feeling I was getting a glimpse behind 
television’s Lifestyle of the Rich and Famous, 
Port Hope style. While we were only able to 
see the exteriors of the town’s gloriously- 
preserved Victorian homes and buildings. Lee 
suggested a return visit on October 2nd as 
that’s when the Port Hope Historic House 
Tour happens. 


Each autumn eight private homes and 
several other public buildings open their 
doors to the public for what is now recognized 
as the oldest and largest house tour in 
Canada. Many of these homes likely have 
some furnishings or design aspect from the 
gay-owned Acanthus Interiors, located on 
John Street. Dean Howlett and Tim Badgley 
are partners both in business and in life, and 
also own the bath and bedding shop Retreat 
across the street. 

Elsewhere in town my gaydar was acting 
as my internal GPS: I noticed many same- 
sex couples casually going about their daily 
routine. The Saturday morning farmer’s 
market was bustling with crafters, farmers, 
and like-minded entrepreneurs. Port Hope is 
a heavily populated artist community as well, 
which typically lends to a bent acceptance of 
diversity and individuality. 

Notable Canadian’s have called Port Hope 
home over the years. The Great Farini 
(a.k.a.William Hunt) crossed the Niagara 
Gorge on a tightrope in the late 1800’s. One 
of Canada’s famous writers, Farley Mowat, 
still resides in town and artist David 
Blackwood lives a few doors down. Blue 
Rodeo’s Greg Keelor also hailed from here. 

One stop that shouldn’t be overlooked is 
Dorothy’s House Museum, which I located 


somewhere over the rainbow. Actually I found 
it downtown, and enjoyed the late 1800s 
frame cottage-style house, restored and fitted 
to resemble a workingman’s cottage of the 
era. 

Another great stop was the Capitol 
Theatre, Canada’s last functioning 
atmospheric theatre, whereby the main 
auditorium is styled after an outdoor 
medieval courtyard with rolling clouds that 
are projected onto the ceiling. It’s still 
operating, and shows like The Music Man are 
coming up. 

I stumbled on another “find,” the Rock and 
Roll Museum, tucked on the third floor of 
Journey Through The Arts Gallery. It’s the 
personal collection of local musician Mike 
Woods, including his prized possession: a 
framed artifact autographed by all four 
Beatles. 

Port Hope features a couple of festivals 
worth hitting over the summer. The newest 
event to take place is the arts and cultural 
Estival, which I hear was started up by a gay 
former resident. The festival features 
entertainment, window display contests, and 
a parade—the way Main Street oughtta be, I 
think. Others include the Vintage Film 
Festival and the All Canadian Jazz Festival. 
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One of my favourite events—for the name 
alone—is Float Your Fanny Down the Ganny. 
Adventurous sorts straddle floatation 
devices and ride the waves 10 km along the 
Ganaraska River right through the centre of 
town. Considering it’s done in early April 
when water levels are at their peak, and 
coldest, I can only imagine the shrinkage 
factor. Speaking of hoses, the Canadian Fire 
Fighter’s Museum is worth a trip to check out 
the men and their machines. It depicts the 
significance fire fighters have had across 
Canada circa 1759 to the present. 

Port Hope offers several unique, character 
spots for overnight stays. The Penstowe B&B 
is a multi-level themed room Victorian fun 
house of sorts, with each bedroom reflective 
of lovers from the past. Cuddle up with 
Anthony and Cleopatra, Napoleon and 
Josephine, or Romeo and Juliet, not so 
ironically furnished with a bed from an old 
Kingston brothel. 

The Waddell is the only place offering 
rooms with balconies overlooking the river, 
and a large patio that’s usually jammed in 
the summer months. 

Hill and Dale Manor is spread out over 
an acre of well-groomed land offering 
magnificent views and a grand veranda for 
relaxing with a morning coffee, and lots of 
room to walk around and enjoy the gardens. 

Dr. Corbett’s Inn is a fantastic place to lay 
your head, as well as dine in the exquisite 
Palm Restaurant offering a grand selection 
of pasta, meat and vegetarian options. For 
other dining options, I recommend Zest Bar 
& Bistro for their Sunday brunch on the back 
patio, a hidden local hangout. For dinner, I 
made a point of hitting up Black Beans as it 
caught my eye during my daytime strolls. 
They offer an eclectic menu, and each meal 
begins with a complimentary order of black 
bean hummus and baked taco chips. There 
are a few tables near the bar, or a more 
private dining experience can be found in 
the back area with booths. The highlight of 
my evening was watching bartender/ 
mixologist extraordinaire Wes Galloway 
concoct specialty drinks. His smoked whiskey 
and blueberry ale were definitely unique. 

Capping off the night I ventured over to 
Ontario Street to bar hop between the Vino 
Café and Wine Bar, the Great Farini, and the 
Ganaraska Hotel, locally referred to as The 
Ganny. The latter two are both lively 
watering holes with pub grub and live 
entertainment, the Great Farini more trendy, 
and The Ganny more traditional. 

Returning to Toronto, I reflected with 
surprise that Port Hope had provided plenty 
to see and do over a relaxing weekend, with 
everything being within a 1 km walking 
radius. I met some interesting locals, ate 
some amazing food, got liquored up, and slept 
like a queen on Ontario’s best Main Street. A 
(port) hopeful queen that is! O 


Get There: 


@ Port Hope is easily accessible off the 401 from 
various centres throughout Ontario, Quebec and the 
United States. Regular VIA rail service stops in Port 
Hope daily, and more frequently in Cobourg, just 


10 minutes west, www.viarail.ca. 


Stay: (all around $100-$150 per night) 


The Waddell (Lantern Inn), 1 Walton Street, 
905-885-2449, www.lanterninn.ca 


Hill and Dale Manor, 47 Pine Street South, 
905-885-5992, www.hillanddalemanor.com 


Penstowe B&B, 98 Ontario Street, 905-885-4317, 
www.penstowe.com 


Hotel Walton (Opening Soon) - 81 Walton Street, 
905-885-8189, www.hotelwalton.com 
Eat: (Full course means for two, approximately 
$70 to $100 with a couple cocktails) 


@ Zest Bar and Bistro, 64 John Street, 
905-885-7200, www.zestfoods.ca 


@ Black Beans, 63 Walton Street, 905-885-8888 


m@ Palm Restaurant, 85 John Street, 905-885-8686, 
www.drcorbettsinn.com 

@ The Great Farini Restaurant & Bar, 22 Ontario 
Street, (905) 885-8999 


@ Vino Café and Wine Bar, 26 Ontario Street, 
905-885-8993 
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Meatre is thel@si Z f its 
ats. tioning “atmospheric® hall. 
‘Phot @) Bryen D JUAN: © : 


is.cycle friendly. 
Photo: Port Hope Tourism. 


OUTLOOKS | July/August 2010 | outlooks.ca 


tails 


Play: 


Port Hope Tourism, www.porthopetourism.ca 


The “Ganny” Bar, 30 Ontario Street, 905-885-9254, 
www.ganny.ca 


Estival - July 30-Aug. 1, www.porthopeestival.com 


All Canadian Jazz Festival, Sept. 24-26, 
www.allcanadianjazz.ca 


Port Hope Historic House Tour, Oct. 2, 
www.acoporthope.ca 


Vintage Film Festival, Oct. 29-31, 
www.vintagefilmfestival.ca 


www.porthopehistorical.ca 


Float Your Fanny Down the Ganny, April 2, 2011, 
www.floatyourfanny.ca 


Journey Through The Arts Gallery and Rock and 
Roll Museum, www.journeythroughthearts.com 


Canadian Fire Fighter’s Museum, 
www.firemuseumcanada.com 


Dorothy's House Museum, 
www.porthopehistorical.ca/museum.htm 


Capitol Theatre, www.capitoltheatre.com 
Acanthus Interiors, 25 John Street, (905) 885-8648 
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The Largest Clothing Optional 
Gay Men’s Resort in So. Cal 


Video Room 

Love Grotto 

Military Compound 
2 Open 24 -7 

1 t@) jl f | 44 Deluxe Rooms 

+= —— Adult Channels 

JOCKuzzi Spa 

24 hour Sauna 

The Dungeon - ie 

Waterfalls 

Nude Beach 

Steam Room 

Atlantis Suite 
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/oull flip for us 


The Walk 
When visiting So a. On Jacuzzi 
Ottawa, relax C Duenser 
om Pool 
in the ? o 
elegance of 


our beautiful : 
Discover the 


Victorian > , SA “ZY 
bed & comfort of 68-369 Sunair/Rd) 
brealereer the Inn on 282 Somerset St. W., Ottawa , EU! 
bassin yw Saat 160-324-1350 800-472-0836 
in the heart of = ™* [ : WWW:cCcbhcps:com 
the action. 3 d . SS aapaipa RESORT)|PASSES/AVAILABLE}24)//7, 
\28 mail: info@innonsomerset.com JUST/$13/ON|WEDNESDAYS!& SUNDAYS 
Two Great Choices for Halifax! 
FREE overnight parking 
FREE local calling 
FREE high speed internet access 
FREE morning newspaper 
FREE 24 hour coffee and tea Pee UR EELS 
; i ; Quality Inn 
Quality Inn & Suites Halifax Halifax Airport Hotel 


* 80" Waterslide * Whirlpool * Indoor/outdoor heated pools 

« Embrace Spa Business Centre * Whirlpool * Wooden Door Bistro 

+ Arcade with pinball and video games * Airline Arrival/Departure Screens 

* 3300 sq ft conference facilities * Business Centre « Fitness Centre 

+ Fitness Centre * 4200 sq ft conference facilities 

* Coin-operated washers and dryers * Coin operated washer and dryer 

« FREE deluxe continental breakfast * 24 hour FREE shuttle to/from Airport 


tique, Boutique & Spec! F Shops 
Li Downtown Heritage. Distr ct 


| Restaurants , B&Bs &l Ss 
ae 


Dnal ineatre at tne Cap 


TUL Gfeails 


980 Parkland Drive 60 Sky Boulevard 

Halifax, NS Goffs, NS 

(902) 444-6700 (902) 873-3000 
www.qualityinnhalifax.com www.airporthotelhalifax.com 


Visitors’ Centre 1-888-767-8467 * Capitol Theatre 1-800-434-5092 
www.porthopetourism.ca One hour east of Toronto 


Ontarios Bert Preserved Main Street 


‘au Puerto Vallarta 


MExica Each unit has: 
74 = *4 bedroom 

, * 2 bathrooms 
* kitchenette 
* living room 
* balcony id 
Boana Torre Malibu-condo Hotel one block tom Gay beach * air-conditioning f 
Amapas 325, Zona Romantica, Puerto Vallarta Tel/fax 011-52 (322) 222-6695 / 222-0999 * maid service al 
www.boana.net boana@pvnet.com.mx 


Sophisticated Luxury 
Exceptional Value 
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CASA CUPULA 
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On 


demark of Milagro Properties LLC. 


Where’s YOUR Favourite Gay 
Destination? 


tr ove destinations | Don’t forget to tell us about your favourite gay travel destinations in the 50 Gayest Places survey— 
experiences | the results of this unique survey will be released next December in OUTLOOKS’ double edition. 
You'll see this graphic at www.outlooks.ca. Click it to go to the survey. 


Tele era B&B 


Kelowna British Columbia 


3 Large Private Patios, 8-man Hot-Tub 
4-man Infrared Sauna, Full Spa Services 
Minutes away from Golfing, Boating, 
Wineries and Casinos 


visit the website for special offers 


1-866-766-9350 


2™ Night FREE! 


Sunday thru Thursday 


June 1-Sept 30, 2010 


24 Poolside Rooms 
24 Hour Pool & Jacuzzi 
Gym On Site 
Free Guest Internet Stations 


Property-wide Wireless 
Internet Access 


a |, 


EXile 


545 Warm Sands Drive, Palm Springs, CA 92264 
800-962-0186 www.innexile.com 


Inn Exile is entirely gated, and located on 2:/2 acres in a modern Southwest 
setting. The atmosphere couldn't be more inviting. With 4 Pools, there is a 
place to splash around everywhere you look. The Billiard Room, The Gang Way, 
or the Lap Top Lounge are a great way to pass the time with new friends. 
After your workout in the fully equipped gymnasium, choose one of the Jacuzzis, 
or perhaps the steam room to relax, recharge, or even invigorate. Days may be 
spent in the Sun, but the Outdoor Fireplace after Sunset, seems to call 
to everyone. Remember, at Inn Exile, clothing is always optional. 


Warm sands just got cooler 


Modern, hip and comfortable 
A place to enjoy Palm Springs 


40 OUTLOOKS | July/August 2010 | outlooks.ca 


looks ~ LINCOLN PHILLIP 


First Loolk 


Carry On 
the art of travel and packing light 


Summer travel is finally here and, whether you are hopping on a plane, hitting the highway or 
spending a weekend at your boyfriend’s, what you use to carry your gear is just as important as 
your destination. 


Times have changed since the early days of travelling on ships, when passengers packed 
at least three months’ worth of clothing in large handmade trunks, and the wealthier 
you were, the more trunks you carried. | wonder if this is wnere Kimora Lee 
Simmons got the idea of taking her entire Louis Vuitton luggage collection 
on her travels? 


Perhaps she, like many travellers before her, relies on Vuitton’s quality. 
Since the late 1800s, the waterproof monogram canvas has been the 
“go to” brand for the affluent nomad. But, as travel became more 
popular, so did the demand for designer quality houses 
such as Globe Trotter, Goyard, and Valextra which 
still top the list for valise of choice. However, for 
most of us, these works of art are simply 
aspirational. 


There are lots of great travel pieces and 
brands that meet our modern travel standards; 
but the most important feature you should be 
looking for is ease of carrying. After all, we are 
carefree jet setters. For airplane travel, | prefer 
one small rolling suitcase anda messenger bag. 
Snowboard lines like Dakine and Burton make 
great eye-catching, quality rollers with inline skate 
wheels for effortless rolling through the terminals. 


An oversized tote or duffle bags are perfect 
carry-alls. Oversized tote bags are no longer just 
for women and make great travel companions. 
You can stuff them to the limit and carry on the 
plane or fold them up in your suitcase and use 
as a get around bag on your trip. And, on your 
way home, it becomes an extra piece of luggage 
to carry all of your shopping. Tote bags and 
duffels are also perfect for road trips and 
weekend getaways. For Spring 2010, Gucci’s 
royal blue leather tote makes a sexy statement, 
as well as Burberry’s military-inspired satchels. 


Backpacks are another practical choice and 
were sported down some of this season’s runways 
in primary colours (DSquared?), grey shades of 
leather (Louis Vuitton men) and day glow denim 
(Louis Vuitton women). 


Let your travel fantasies run wild this summer. Pack 
your gear in sophisticated style and we’ll see you in 
September. 


Rolling duffle by Louis Vuitton 
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Travel light 


Top ten essentials every man 
should pack: 


. Black pants 

. Pair of jeans 

. Flip flops 

. Swim trunks 

T-shirts 

. White dress shirt 

. One pair dress shoes/loafers 
. One pair sneakers 

. Light jacket or sweater 

. Pair of shorts 
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Air Canada travel 
regulations: 


Standard carry on luggage 


Maximum size 23 x 40 x 55 cm (9 x 16 x 22 in) 
Maximum weight 10 kg (22 Ib) 


Personal bag 


Maximum size 

16 x 33 x 43 cm (6 x 13 x 17 in) 

Maximum weight 10 kg (22 Ib) 

Carry on baggage allowance - one standard 
article and one personal article. 


YTAL 


FESTIVAL 201 
H - JUNE 4TH 


THANK YOU! 


For another successful festival we sincerely thank our sponsors, 
funders, volunteers, media and audience! Our next event is Thursday 
September 2nd co-presented with Pride Calgary. 


Please check out our website and facebook page to stay in touch with us! 


WWW.FAIRYTALESFILMFEST.COM 


The Pride of Toronto 


Pips 
103.9 
www.proudfm.com 


World’s First Commercial Queer Radio Station 


VOTED BEST-RADIO STATION BY TORONTO’S GAY AND LESBIAN COMMUNITY* 


*VISIT PROUDFM.COM/PRESS - FOR DETAILS 
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Is Oueer 


~ MEG SHANNON 


It’s no secret that the theatre has always been 
a haven of sorts for gay and lesbian people. 
Anyone who has any sort of working knowledge 
of theatre has no doubt experienced camp first- 
hand—a performance that has a style and tone 
very similar to drag shows. From Nathan Lane 
to Neil Patrick Harris, Cherry Jones to Fiona 
Shaw, the amount of LGBT thespians walking 
the boards rivals that of any other industry. In 
Canada, we proudly lay claim to the likes of 
Sky Gilbert, Ann-Marie MacDonald and Daniel 
Mclvor, just to name a few, who are all talented, 
out Canadian theatre artists. They've been 
involved in writing the plays, directing the 
shows and performing the scenes that have 
made-up Canadian theatre for years, all the 

while working on issues near and dear to their 

hearts, and near and dear to the LGBT 


=f 


qd 


) s 


In 1979, Sky Gilbert forever changed the 
landscape of both Canadian theatre and the 
queer community in Canada when he founded 
Buddies in Bad Times theatre. As Artistic 
Director, he brought validity and gave a voice 
to a lot of Canadian queer theatre, and 
Buddies was an established theatre in 
Toronto by 1988. With plays like Suzie Goo: 
Private Secretary and When We Were Singing, 
Buddies showed audiences powerful and 
moving stories about queer characters and 
their relationships. More than that, Buddies 
showed us, and straight audiences, that it’s 
possible to create meaningful stories and 
characters that reflect us in a real and 
relatable way, while steering clear of the easy 
trap of stereotyping. 

Now, here we are in a new century, and it 
can sometimes feel like the trails Buddies in 
Bad Times blazed are a distant memory, 
leaving us wondering where to find queer 
theatre in our communities, and what it 
might look like when we do. Will it show us 
stories that we would recognize as ours or our 
partners? Or, will the only way for us to know 


— 


that it’s queer is in knowing the playwright 
is gay or lesbian? And does it still count as 
queer if that’s the only tie to the queer 
community? These are just some of the 
questions that are being raised when the topic 
of queer theatre comes up these days. 


Is theatre queer because it is 
made by queer people? Or, is it 
queer because it deals with 
queer issues? Does it have to 
satisfy both to qualify? 


OUTLOOKS talked with out Canadian 
actor and playwright, Brad Fraser, about 
what makes queer theatre. “It seems to me 
to be a very wide category,” he said. “I like to 
think of queer theatre as by, for or about the 
outsider.” When asked to comment on the 
state of queer theatre in Canada, he told us, 


community as well. 


“There are a great many queer artists in the 
Canadian theatre; but they’re not all doing 
queer work.” He added, “There is theatre 
created by queer artists that doesn’t deal with 
being queer at all; and there’s also theatre 
created by straight people that does deal with 
queer issues.” Fraser hits the nail right on 
the head, questioning the very nature of what 
makes queer theatre queer. Is theatre queer 
because it is made by queer people? Or, is it 
queer because it deals with queer issues? 
Does it have to satisfy both to qualify? In the 
end, maybe queer theatre, like so many other 
things, is more about the impression it leaves 
on audiences and the way it relates to them, 
than it is about the sexual orientation of the 
characters or creators of a play. 
Vancouver-based out actor and play- 
wright Shawn MacDonald agrees with the 
idea that what exactly makes theatre queer 
is not a black-and-white issue. He told 
OUTLOOKS, ’I believe that queer artists are 
producing work that is less recognizable as 
queer theatre,” but said that this has not 
always been the case. “I come from an era 
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MacDonald told OUTLOOKS, “My work is gay because | am.” 


Maybe it’s just that simple. 


when there were many more queer theatre 
companies in existence,” he said, and told us 
that he thought it might be because of an 
“artist response to the AIDS crisis in the 
eighties and early nineties,” At that time, the 
disease was a red-hot topic, and one that hit 
the queer community especially hard. Big 
events in history have always inspired and 
motivated artists to produce work that was 
relevant and contemporary to its time, and 
this certainly happened with the AIDS 
epidemic. 

Since then, we have become used to an age 
where the musical Rent is a well-known story 
and AIDS is an issue we’ve been hearing 
about for decades. But even though we seem 
to have avoided the massacre we were all 
dreading when AIDS first became an issue, 
part of the deal seemed to be the diminished 
presence of queer theatre—queer theatre, at 
the time, being plays written by queers, for 
queers, about issues of the utmost importance 
to us. 

Maybe it is a testament to the inclusion of 
the queer community that there just aren’t 
that many outposts of queer theatre, because 
our stories have already been accepted into 
the larger Canadian theatre community. 
Some would argue that there is no longer a 
need to create our own safe havens of 
theatrical freedom, because our playwrights, 
directors and actors already take up residence 
in non-queer theatres and companies across 
the country. But many invested queer artists 
will argue that there is still a need for 
theatres and companies that have a “by us, 
for us” kind of mandate—queer themed 
companies where queer issues can still be 
investigated and worked on. Some issues 
surrounding the queer experience may be 
relatively accepted by the rest of society; but 
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Brad Fraser 


there are still many issues that still beg to 
be addressed: gay marriage, the trans 
experience and two-spirited stories just to 
name a few. 

When asked about his thoughts on the 
current state of queer theatre in Canada 
MacDonald said, “As an identifiable 
movement or genre in Canadian theatre, I 
believe queer theatre is vanishing,” and went 
on to tell us that he feels that “queer theatre 
will continue to be practiced by individual 
artists who feel compelled to tell a story. But 
my hunch is that, as being queer becomes less 
of an issue for your average Canadian, it will 
become increasingly less recognizable as a 
movement.” 

Don’t sound the alarm just yet though! 
There are still theatres in Canada devoted to 
producing plays and musicals that deal with 
queer issues, characters and relationships. 
Buddies in Bad Times in still going strong, 
having just debuted a new work entitled 
Reconciliation, a play that asks the question 
“What would happen if Sky Gilbert wrote 
the Drawer Boy?” (a well-known Canadian 
play about tense relationships in rural 
Canada). On the west coast, there is AQT 
Theatre, devoted to works of a queer nature, 
as well as Arts Club Theatre and Touchstone 
Theatre that, despite not having a mandate 
calling for queer theatre specifically, have a 
history of producing shows that deal with 
queer issues and characters. In Calgary 
there is Teatro Berdache, which exists to 
reflect the issues and aspirations of the city’s 
gay, lesbian and two-spirited community. 
And, in Winnipeg, there is a performance art 
project called Finger in the Dyke that co- 
creator Shawna Dempsey describes as a “a 
cultural product where we can see our lived, 
gay experience reflected.” Queer theatre gets 
slightly more difficult to find as you head into 
the Maritimes; but it does show up, usually 
at Pride and Fringe festivals. 

Winnipeg-based performance artist 
Shawna Dempsey says, “Queer theatre has 
really grown since the early days when Sky 
Gilbert was a lone voice in the wilderness.” 
But that doesn’t change the fact that queer 
theatre is often hard to come across if you 
don’t happen to live in a major Canadian city. 
And that’s even if you can come up with an 
idea of what queer theatre is and isn’t. There 
is an abundance of queer artists creating and 
performing, which seems to fulfill Dempsey’s 
admission that “We could always use more 
diverse voices” in the performing arts in 
Canada. But maybe it’s just that queer 
theatre is out there, just not in the form we 
always think it will be. MacDonald told 
OUTLOOKS, “My work is gay because I am.” 
Maybe it’s just that simple. O 


Shawn MacDonald 


“Queer theatre will continue to 
be practiced by individual artists 
who feel compelled to tell a 
story.” 


Shawna Dempsey 
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June 26 East Side Pride 
July 17 Gay Day@ Playland 
July 24 Picnic in the Park 
July 27 Pride in Art 
July 29 Pride Movie Night 
L e- July 30 Davie Street Pride Party 
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edu ae Aug O07 Sunset Beach Pride Festival 
Aug O7 Youth Dance 
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Where am I talking to you from today, 
Kathy? 

“Tm in Milwaukee today for gay Pride. A 
shock, I know. Every show I do is gay Pride, 
let’s face it. After this, I’m off to Detroit, then 
Grand Rapids, then New York to do press for 
season six of My Life on the D-List. New York 
is going to be amazing. I’m having dinner with 
Joan Rivers, then ’m spending time with 
Gloria Vanderbilt.” 


Which one are you most looking 
forward to? 

“Both. Joan and [are pals. She’s hilarious. 
Gloria and I have an unlikely friendship. 
She’s got great stories and is one of the most 
fascinating women of the 21st Century.” 


What do you think makes her so 
fascinating? 

“Well, she comes from a pedigree that 
almost doesn’t exist anymore. She’s 85 years 
old and is still going strong. She’s done it all— 
created an iconic jean line, hung out at 
Studio 54 during all that madness, and she’s 
friends with Liza Minnelli. Also, she has an 
amazing apartment in New York. I love 
seeing her art and hearing about her stuff— 
she’s been everywhere.” 


With a never-ending schedule of sold-out 
stand-up performances, friends like Bette, 
Joan and Cher, and another season of My 
Life on the D List on the way, you would 
almost think Kathy Griffin had clawed way 
up to at least a B+. But Griffin, comfortable 
with her social status calls it, “Making a 
living—while living on the D-List.” 


Going into its sixth season, and picking up 
two Emmy Awards along the way, the new 
season of “My Life On the D-List” finds 
Griffin taking on Washington, DC to 
campaign to repeal “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell”; 
travelling to Alaska with Levi Johnston to 
knock on Sarah Palin’s door; and continuing 
to stalk A-Listers like Kristen Chenoweth, 


When are you coming up for a 
Canadian gay Pride? 

I will be there! Check out my website 
www.kathygriffin.net. We add dates on 
there all the time. We did an episode in the 
River Rock casino in Richmond, which I 
love because it’s so D-list—I wasn’t even 
in Vancouver. I’ve played Toronto and 
Montréal; and what I love about Canada is 
that Canadians really let me give them shit. 
I especially love making fun of your Prime 
Minister ‘Celine Dion’ and the work she does 
with all the children, not just Renee Charles.” 


I’ve been following your tweets lately 
and they’re hilarious. How long have 
you been tweeting? 

“Thanks, for following my twats! I’ve been 
on Twatter for about six months.” 


What do you get out of Tweeting? 

“It’s great and it’s simple—140 characters 
is genius. I don’t do my Faceplace, my mom 
does actually. Faceplace is too complicated. I 
don’t know how to post videos and images. 
It’s all just too complicated. I like to save all 
those kinds of things for my specials and My 
Life on the D-List anyways; I don’t want to 
do material on a free site. For me, it’s what I 


Liza Minnelli and Lauren Conrad. 


do. It’s my baby and you can’t give your baby 
away. | use it for a little joke, to ask questions, 
and I read all the mentions of me—they’re 
hysterical. My favourite is the one where 
someone replied, “Make Me Breakfast, 
Bitch!” You know that’s he’s a gay man.” 


I read yesterday that it was your 
mother’s birthday? 

“Yes, my mom turned 90 yesterday. She’s 
very popular on the show and she is really 
the star of the show actually, and ’m her 
sidekick. I torture her a lot. This season, ’m 
making her judge a toddler pageant.” 


Like “Toddlers and Tiaras?” 

“Yes. I love that show. I hoodwink her into 
going on some of my misadventures and I use 
the most persuasive tool I can use, which is a 
box of wine. If you drop it, it doesn’t shatter, 
it just dents.” 


What did you do last night to celebrate? 

“Not only was there a box of wine but we 
also brought out her second favourite, which 
is Hennessy. She likes to bring out her inner 
rapper. Just when you think you've figured 
her out, she comes up with something new. 
She’s full of surprises.” 
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Did you go out? 

“T had the gays over; we shot the shit and 
watched her drink, then gently put her to bed. 
It wasn’t unlike any frat party really.” 


What does it take to become one of 
your “gays?” 
“Tt’s done—you’re in. Youre one of my gays. 


How do you know I’m gay? 

“Tm making a giant leap here, since you 
write for OUTLOOKS. Although, I could be 
wrong like I was with my high school 
boyfriend, David.” 


OUTLOOKS interviewed one of your 
gays who couldn’t say enough about 
you—photographer Mike Ruiz. 

“T love Mike! Mike was part of an episode 
I did where I got the first public pap smear. I 
get spray tanned and ‘bejazzled,’ 
which is getting sequined beads 
above your cooch. I get in the 
stirrups in a public place and, of 
course, I called paparazzi and the 
press to cover it. The real message 
was about cervical cancer and 
how important it is to get a pap 
smear. To make it even better, I 
had Mike take photos of me in 
underwear and stripper shoes. I 
hired Mike because, when it 
comes to his work the word ‘photo’ 
doesn’t actually apply. He 
airbrushes me within an inch of 
my life. Fuck! I want to be 
airbrushed all the time.” 


I understand you have a big 
birthday coming up, too. What 
do you have planned? 

“It’s true I’m turning 50. I 
should get something lifted or 
stitched or stapled. I’m no 
stranger to ‘dental work,’ as we 
call it in LA. Though Heidi 
Montag, half of ‘Speidi,’ has been 
to the dentist even more than I 
have. I don’t know if I'll go to the 
dentist. I probably don’t have 
anything left to pull up. VU 
probably just work—it’s what I 
love to do. 


It sounds like you’re on the 
road a lot. Do you spend much 
time at home anymore? 

“Not really. I have a fantastic 
house and the people who 
housesit for me love it.” 


Special thanks to Len from | Model Management. 


What do you love about living in LA? 

“The best thing is the weather—it’s 
fucking great. I get to hang out with my dogs, 
I get to see my mom and get to catch up with 
my friends. It’s not that exciting; but I love 
it. [catch up on my writing, which I’m always 
doing.” 


How do you come up with new 
material? 

“That’s what’s so great about what I do. 
There’s always something new to write 
about—something last minute. The 
celebrities just keep on giving! There’s 
always a new starlet out drinking, an athlete 
getting caught sexting, or some conservative 
politician getting caught playing footsies in 
the bathroom with a male page.” 


Have you ever been in a slap fight 
with Margaret Cho? 

{laughs] “No, but I’ve known her for years 
and been in all kinds of situations with her. I 
love her. I’ve been to many of her homes. In 
fact, my favourite was when she lived with 
Greg Behrendt, who wrote He’s Just Not That 
Into You, Janeane Garofalo and a few others 
were there. Now, that was the party house. I 
used to see them before I was ever on the road 
a couple of times a week and Cho was always 
so encouraging. She told me not to change 
who I was, to keep telling stories and not 
doing the punch lines. If anything, I would 
probably start a hug fight with her.” 0 


Enter to win a Kathy Griffin DVD at 
www.outlooks.ca 
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meaning behind the 
McGarrigle legacy, Rufus 
Wainwright bounces back 
this summer with the 
worldwide release of a 
new album, the North 
American debut of his 


opera Primadonna, and a ~ 
I 


humbling, inter-continenta 
jaunt across the pond to —~ 
pay tribute to his mother’s 
life and music. 


n late 2007, out celeb Rufus Wainwright 

took the world by storm with his sixth 

major and first live release—a Grammy- 
nominated, Carnegie Hall tribute to the one- 
and-only, Judy Garland. 

“Now after this next number,” mustered up 
Wainwright during the packed concert in his 
clin d’oeil, Garland voice, “we’re gonna have a 
little break, go out and smoke and drink— 
whatever you people do—and I'll be back”. 

An icon of strength, independence and 
musical ‘gaiety’, Garland is but one example 
of the ‘Madonna’ woven into the tapestry of 
our dear ‘Rufus’. Tragically this past January, 
while assembling the North American debut 
of Primadonna (his French libretto, 
compositional foray into the opera world), 
Wainwright faced what may have been the 
inevitable: the passing of his legendary 
musical mother, singer/songwriter Kate 
McGarrigle, after her three and a half year 
battle with sarcoma-related cancer. 


Upon the news of his mother’s death, 
Wainwright naturally put touring on hiatus. 
Life however, is cyclical, and as Wainwright 
tells us, he gratefully became an Uncle just 
as his own mother’s lights dimmed. Absorbing 
some downtime with family in Montréal 
alongside his equally talented sister Martha 
Wainwright, it wasn’t long before Rufus—a 
self-confessed, former meth addict—jumped 
back into his international spotlight, with 
enough inspiration to (once again) pick his 
life up where it left off. 

Rejecting the debut of Primadonna at the 
Met when they requested to delay its 
premiere and have it performed in English, 
Wainwright fortunately favoured this side of 
the border for its North American debut. 
Primadonna landed in Toronto this past June 
as part of the Luminato Festival, and timing 
couldn’t have been better for Wainwright, 
juggling Luminato with a night in his 
hometown at Théatre St-Denis and the side- 


by-side release of his latest album, All Days 
Are Nights: Songs for Lulu. The opera, which 
received mixed acclaim across the pond, has 
clearly not deterred Wainwright from 
furthering its development. And as fate would 
have it, June became not only a pivotal month 
for Rufus, but the entire Wainwright- 
McGarrigle clan, as they made an important 
trip to England for a tribute to Kate 
McGarrigle’s life and music, alongside such 
noteworthy stars as Lisa Hannigan and 
Emmylou Harris. 

During the Luminato Festival, 
Wainwright decided to alternate the epic 
backdrop of Primadonna with his own 
personal, nightly appearances on stage: 
alone, piano by his side, the sound of a mere 
breath between him and his fans. It’s a 
significant decision, in light of his family’s 
tragedy and All Days Are Nights’ intimate 
stylings, inspired by nothing less than the 
Shakespearean sonnet. The album, produced 
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by Wainwright himself, is a departure from 
his Geffen-label ‘ownership’, if you will: for 
starters, it reunites him with artist-producer 
Pierre Marchand (who collaborated with 
Wainwright on his second release, Poses). 
Now more than ever, it’s that connection 
between stage and audience that remains a 
second home for Wainwright, a proud 
Montréaler who freely admits to once finding 
Toronto culturally blase. 

Primadonna, by contrast, is the story of an 
aging diva not all-to-dissimilar to say, the 
Maria Callas of Terrance McNally’s Master 
Class. Yet another female heroine in the 
Rufus mind, it’s a day-in-the-life epic 
connecting a higher form of music to today’s 
lower-brow youth audience. To gain more 
insight into the internal Wainwright 
‘primadonna’, we chatted with Rufus about 
his mom, his music, and the whole idea of the 
‘Madonna’ (and okay, his more recently 
revealed crush on Rapper 50 Cent). 


“Ha ha! And a little more technique I 
hope.” 


“T was an early convert to the form, about 
13, living in Montreal with Mom, basically 
coming to terms with my sexuality, and it was 
right at the time when AIDS was out in the 
world, around 1987. Opera somehow stepped 
in there and carried me through that storm 
in a lot of ways, while a lot of kids my age got 
into Grunge, like Nirvana.” 


“Definitely—in terms of the Western kind 
of tradition, it’s a nuclear weapon. It doesn’t 
happen all the time, and it’s not in something 
you can expect, but it really is known to blow 
your mind, which it should. I mean at certain 
moments, you can have 500 people on stage 
in this amazing communal blast of power.” 


“Actually, it could be set in any period. 
Anytime after the Second World War, I think. 
But that being said, the 1970s really was the 


last era of that kind of bonafide diva, whether 
Callas or anyone. As it was, these women 
were undisputed, and they were women who 
didn’t have to compromise to be who they 
were. They were icons of high taste.” 


“There was work that was redone for the 
London premiere, some here and there, but 
there’s not much difference at all. New 
singers for Toronto, and I’m really excited 
about that, as I think it’s adding a new 
dimension. But it will be tweaked for sure, 
more, as it continues.” 


“OH YES. But you know that word 
‘primadonna’ gets a bad rap. If you read the 
history of primadonnas, these were women 
who were up against tremendously bad odds, 
and who had to carve out everything out for 
themselves—including their artistic and 
financial needs—just to survive.” 


“To me it’s happened several times 
already—the Philadelphia Ballet, a great 
Stephen Petronio [the commissioned Bloom], 
and a few other things. Between them all, I 
definitely have tiptoed through that world of 
dance, and I wouldn’t be adverse to it.” 
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“T have been performing that in between 
Primadonna, alone, at the other piano, really 
stark, pared down, the bones of the shit.” 


“T do actually. But I have become a little 
more savvy towards it, and have realized that 
it’s just a force like any other. To take it too 
seriously is giving it too much power. But it’s 
always there. I’m a dreamer, and I navigate 
my dreams, with these gusts of force. I’m just 
not as battered by it all as I once was.” 


“In fact now, I haven’t been in America in 
so long. Funny, it seems very far away and 
that ‘Working Girl place to be, just like that 
movie Working Girl.” 


“We're all kind of battling on; narrowly, we 
battle along. In fact we’re all very lucky that 
my nephew was born at the same time.” 
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And are you taking on that full Uncle 
responsibility? 

“Oh yeah. Once I met him and hung out 
and we developed this connection, I thought, 
good Lord, this is for real. We miss her so 
much, but we’re so lucky in terms of her death 
being not too horrific, and with cancer it can 
be horrific. On the scale of things, we did 
okay.” 


I’m writing another article on artistic 
families and obviously it’s a good time 
to ask you, too: do you think there’s a 
gene? 

“You know, good question. Haha, no 
comment!” 


One of the things I love about your 
music, and I think Primadonna 
somewhat reinforces this, is its 
unpredictability, that you can’t really 
classify a genre at all, can you? Do you 
have a way that you yourself describe 
your music? 

“You know, I don’t, ultimately.” 


We all know how Elton John feels 
about you—he’s described you as the 
best songwriter in the world. Was he an 
inspiration to you, musically? 

“Oh yes.” 


What other artists? 

“I was always a Nina Simone buff. And 
another inspiration to me, especially lately, 
has been [late Canadian artist] Lhasa. She 
is amazing to me. She is one of those great 
Canadian treasures, and I think 
unfortunately now that she’s passed away, 
the world will really discover how amazing 
she truly was. She got me through a lot of stuff 
after the death of my mother.” 


Canada finally got a little tougher 
recently on downloading and piracy 
laws, particularly for downloading with 
commercial intent. Up to a five thousand 
dollar fine for say, your average 
‘teenage’ downloading, and up toa 
million dollar fine for commercializing 
it—how has it affected you personally, 
and do you see a big difference between 
the U.S. and Canada on these laws? 

“I flew headlong into it, and it’s happened 
my whole career. The way I look at it, I 
survive, and that’s because I’ve learned how 
to fill a room every night and sing my songs 
for the public. I mean, in the end you just have 
to be able to fill the room.” 


What is your own best solution to 
piracy, given its unstoppable nature? 

“I doubt it can be stopped, and I can’t get 
too emotionally attached about it. I mean, I’ve 
lost millions, but then, as artists, we’ve also 
lost millions to record companies too.” 


It’s summer, and it’s Pride season. So 
let me quickly touch on the importance 
to you of being out. You’ve always been 
out publicly. Has that made a difference 
to your life when you think of other 
singers, Ricky Martin perhaps the most 
recent, coming out so late in their 
careers? 

“Tt’s important to be out, now or later (but 
come out now!). I think Ricky Martin should 
be applauded. You do it when you do it, but it 
should be done nonetheless.” 


Have you been asked to cover it up? 
“A bit at the beginning, in all of those 
insidious ways.” 


Do you ever wonder if your career 
would be different if you’d kept those 
closet doors closed? 

“Sure, I probably would have sold more 
records, and had more opportunities. There 
is a definite price to pay, but I don’t have any 
regrets in those decisions, it’s a really honest 
and important move.” 


You know, looking at your concert 
dates, next up is Hampstead Heath. Now, 
I’ve strolled through the Heath and it’s 
a magical place. But be careful up there, 
okay? Didn’t George Michael get in a lot 
of trouble in his car around there? 

“Haha—thanks!” 


OUTLOOKS fired off ten questions to 
Rufus for the first thing that came into 
his head: 


Favourite opera: “Othello.” 

Typical breakfast: “Porridge.” 
Favourite restaurant: “Omen, in NYC.” 
Pajamas or naked? “Naked.” 


Best swear words in English and in 
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French: “Um, ‘cunt’ and ‘crisse’. 


Best music venue you’ve done so far? 
“Definitely Royal Albert Hall.” 


Tattoos or piercing? “Tattoos.” 
Favourite designer? “Viktor & Rolf.” 


Careful now—Madonna or Lady GaGa? 
“No comment.” 


Having Rapper 50 Cent for dessert: with 
whipped cream or chocolate syrup? 
“Haha. I want be to able to see him, so 
whipped cream.” 


Rufus Wainwright continues his international 
tour throughout 2010. For more information, 
visit rufuswainwright.com. O 
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arts & entertainment ~ BRENT VOSS 


Photo: Raphael Mazzucco 


Rebuilding a 
Mystery 


Sarah McLachlan resurfaces 
with the return of Lilith Tour and 
her first new studio album in 
seven years; but don’t expect to 
find her on Twitter anytime soon. 


ae 

arah McLachlan is springing back ~ 

toward ecstasy this summer. Laws of 

Illusion—the multi-platinum and 

: Grammy-winning singer-song-writer’s 

F album of original material in seven years— 

smvailable June 15 on Arista Records. June 27 

irks the launch of Lilith Tour 2010, a revival of 

e all-female touring festival she co-founded in 

97, which raised more than 10 million dollars 

br women’s charities during its three-year 

n. The 42-year-old Vancouver resident, who 

erformed at the Winter Olympics opening 

seremony earlier this year, opens up about Lilith’s 

yal lesbian following, closeted celebrities, and 
fer gender-less outlook on love. 


Why is now the perfect time to bring 
back Lilith? 

“My three partners, my managers, and my 
agent were all talking about Lilith memories, as 
we do pretty much every time we get together, 
and we just became incredibly nostalgic. There’s 
a whole wealth of fantastic new artists out there 
from a lot of different genres; so we knew we 
could make it even bigger and better.” 


You also have a new record to promote. 

“Well, we knew we were doing Lilith a year 
and a half ago; but, yes, it’s very fortuitous that 
| happen to have a record coming out at the 
same time. | could’ve done Lilith without a new 
record, but it makes way more sense—and it’s 
way more fun—to have a new record. | can kill 
two birds with one stone because | tour only 
during the summer.” 


Why so long since your last studio record? 

“I've had the luxury of being able to pick and 
choose what | want to do with my career, and 
I’ve had the great luxury of being able to just be 
amom. | didn’t want to miss that, so | definitely 
slowed down my production. | also wasn’t 
particularly hungry. But after seven years, | knew 
| couldn’t keep putting out holiday records and 
greatest hits. | had to get a new record out there.” 


After the first Lilith Tour ended in 1999, an 
age of female singer-songwriters gave way to a 
reign of boy bands and pop tarts. Does Lilith’s 
return signal a new era of singer-songwriters like 
Lilith 2010 participants Colbie Callait, Ingrid 
Michaelson, and Sara Bareilles? 


“Well, it’s advanced beyond that. Those 
women are getting a lot of recognition; but there 
are a lot of other genres of music that are also 
getting huge recognition like the country and R&B 
markets, which have exploded with great female 
talent. The rock market has also changed a lot 
over the past 12 years. 

Yes, some mainstream pop artists on the 
upcoming bill like Rihanna, Selena Gomez, and 
Ke$ha aren’t the singer-songwriter types that one 
might typically associate with Lilith Tour. 

That’s the trouble with the idea that it was a 
singer-songwriter tour. That was never my 
intention. Back then, we asked female artists 
from all different genres of music; but whoever 
said yes was who we had to put onto the bill. The 
first year, certainly, we got dubbed the “white 
chick folk fest.” It was a label that we’ve been 
constantly battling and trying to change.” 

Do you have any personal favourites on the 
new tour? 

“I'm very excited about the Go-Go’s, Loretta 
Lynn, and Mary J. Blige. I’m also excited about 
Cat Power, Tegan and Sara...” 

OK, now you’re just listing everybody. 

[Laughs] “Well, yeah, we have some really 
great artists! It’s pretty cool.” 

What did you learn from the first Lilith that 
you’re incorporating this time around? 

“Nothing, really. Well, this time I’m going to 
move the press conference later in the day.” 


What do you make of Lilith becoming such a 
major lesbian magnet? 

“It's fantastic. We’re all searching for 
community. As far as I’m concerned, one of the 
greatest successes of Lilith was the sense of 
community created not only for the artists but 
also for the people who came to the shows. A 
lot of women have told me that they felt very safe, 
comfortable, and like they could completely be 
themselves. | tried to create that sense of 
community and like-mindedness at Lilith to 
mirror the way | live my life with charitable 
elements and treating everyone equally. These 
days we need that community more than ever. 
We’re in this ADD age of Twitter, sound bytes, 
and IMs, where we’re never actually connecting 
as human beings.” 

You haven’t gotten sucked into Twitter? 

“No, fuck, | hate it! | get that it can be a useful 
tool; but | find it so annoying that people think 
the minutiae of their day is going to be exciting, 
interesting, and digested by thousands of other 
people. | just find it so egotistical.” 

Is there an underlying theme on your new 
record? 

“Absolutely. Loss. Illusions. Denial. Loss. 
[Laughs] It’s about coming to terms with things 
not working out the way you think they will. It’s 
about how strong and powerful those illusions 
are, how we build our lives around them, and how 
when they’re taken away or they disintegrate, 


LILITH 2010 TOUR 


From 1997 through 1999, Lilith Fair was one of the highest grossing touring festivals in the world, with 
over 1.5 million fans in attendance and raised over $10 million dollars for national and local charities. 


Founded by Grammy-award winning recording artist Sarah McLachlan along with Dan Fraser, Marty 
Diamond and Terry McBride, Lilith Fair was the only tour of its kind-a celebration of women in music featuring 
artists like Sheryl Crow, Christina Aguilera, Erykah Badu, The Dixie Chicks, Missy Elliott, The Pretenders, 
Nelly Furtado, Jewel, Queen Latifah, Indigo Girls, Tegan and Sara, and of course, Sarah McLachlan. 
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we’re left with an ugly, unpleasant reality. Then 
you have to pick up the pieces and figure out how 
to move forward. For me, it’s been two years of 
huge, hard growth and change.” 

The two new songs on 2008's Closer: The 
Best of Sarah McLachlan, “U Want Me 2” and 
“Don’t Give Up On Us,” dealt with your then- 
fresh separation from your husband. That split 
is still inspiring your music? 

“Yeah, very much so. That’s just the reality 
of what I’m going through. It’s a very 
autobiographical record; but there are also 
lighthearted, fun songs on there.” 

If your upbeat new single, “Loving You Is Easy,” 
is any indication, we don’t need to worry about 
you too much. 

“I’m doing well, yeah, thank you. [Laughs] I’ve 
come through slaughter quite well.” 

When you first became single, some gay fans 
hoped you might seize the opportunity to start 
dating women. Did you give it any thought? 

“Oh, yeah, | gave it plenty of thought. [Laughs] 
But I’ve talked to enough of my lesbian friends to 
know that it’s no bloody easier dating women than 
it is dating men. It doesn’t bother me the least bit 
if people think I’m gay, because | don’t really label 
or think of people as gay or straight. But who 
knows? | might fall in love with a woman. | haven’t 
yet, but the opportunity hasn’t presented itself. | 


After an 11 year hiatus, Lilith Tour 2010, a celebration of women in music, returned with it’s kickoff on June 27th in 
Calgary, Edmonton on the 28th and in Vancouver on July 1st for Canada Day. Other Canadian venues include Montréal on 


July 23rd and Toronto on July 24th. 


However, if you can’t make those dates, but are heading south of the border before August 16th, there are another 30 


just love people, and the way | define love has 
nothing to do with gender. You fall in love with the 
person and soul behind the face and body.” 

Ricky Martin, Chely Wright, and Jennifer 
Knapp recently came out as gay. How important 
is it for a music artist to come out publicly? 

“It’s a personal choice; but it is important to 
live your life and be truthful about it. It breaks my 
heart to know that some people feel like they can’t 
come out. | applaud anybody who has the audacity 
and bravery to do it, because it’s not necessarily 
going to be easier. Every time a celebrity comes 
out, it does soften the blow for people in the world 
who are scared of it or don’t understand it. It 
makes them question, ‘I really like that person, 
but they’re gay. Does that make me like them or 
the art they create any less?’ But | actually think 
it’s a lot easier for musicians and actors to come 
out because we exist in the arts, which is a way 
more liberal-minded community than another 
career that might be an old boys club.” 

Canada legalized gay marriage nationwide in 
2005. What an exciting time to be a Canadian, 
hey? 

“Yeah, it was a pretty huge week when that 
happened. And the same thing happened in 
California; but then it went away again, right? | 
know that it’s one step forward and two steps back 
sometimes; but that felt like a big slap in the face. 


Lilith 2010 events to consider taking in from coast-to-coast. 


In conjunction with the tour, Lilith Fair Productions/Arista Records has also released LILITH 2010 TOUR COMPILATION, 
a collection of 16 tracks from a talented array of artists performing on Lilith 2010. This special collection offers an 
abundant selection of songs from some of the most anticipated performances including Rihanna’s “Russian Roulette,” 
Ke$ha’s “TiK ToK,” Court Yard Hounds’ “The Coast,” Colbie Caillat’s “Fallin’ For You,” to Norah Jones’ “Chasing Pirates,” 
Corinne Bailey Rae’s “The Blackest Lily,” as well as Lilith co-founder Sarah McLachlan’s “One Dream,” to name but a few 


of the album’s highlights. 


“This 16 track album 
went on sale June 15th and is 
an amazing cross section of 
the artists performing. It is 
quite simply, great music,” 
comments Lilith co-founder 
Terry McBride. “A must have 
album for any supporter of 
women in music.” 


You can visit 
LilithFair.com for all 
tour information and 
LiveNation.com for 
tickets for all cities. 
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Sarah McLachlan “Laws Of Illusion,” available June 15, 2010. 


| know it’s religion-based; but | don’t understand 
how people can still think that way in this day and 
age. It just seems so asinine to me.” 


Finally, did you have a good sense of humor 
about the last parody of you on Saturday Night 
Live? 

“Oh, it was hilarious. To be getting the piss 
taken out of me by SNL, | felt like I’d arrived! 
Canadians are fabulous about taking the piss out 
of ourselves.” O 


Lilith 2010 Tour Dates 


July 1 - Vancouver, BC, Canada 
July 2 - Portland, OR 

July 3 - Seattle/George, WA 
July 5 - San Francisco, CA 
July 7 - San Diego, CA 

July 9 - Las Vegas, NV 

July 10 - Los Angeles, CA 
July 12 - Salt Lake City, UT 
July 13 - Denver, CO 

July 15 - Kansas City, MO 
July 16 - St. Louis, MO 
July 17 - Chicago, IL 

July 18 - Minneapolis, MN 
July 20 - Indianapolis, IN 
July 21 - Detroit, MI 

July 23 - Montreal, QC 

July 24 - Toronto, ON 

July 27 - Cleveland, OH 
July 28 - Philadelphia, PA 
July 30 - Boston, MA 

July 31 - New York, NY 
August 1 - Hartford, CT 
August 3 - Washington, DC 
August 4 - Raleigh, NC 
August 6 - Charlotte, NC 
August 7 - Nashville, TN 
August 8 - Atlanta, GA 
August 10 - West Palm Beach, FL 
August 11 - Tampa, FL 
August 12 - Birmingham, AL 
August 14 - Austin, TX 
August 15 - Houston, TX 
August 16 - Dallas, TX 
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KELIS: 


GLAMOUR 
AND PRIDE 


Less than ten years ago, budding superstar Kelis (rhymes with valise) 
won a prestigious BRIT Award for International Breakthrough Act, and 
she’s never looked back. This critically acclaimed singer-songwriter- 
musician has proven to be a rare force of nature, storming the charts 
with hit single “Milkshake” after her multi-platinum selling hit single 
“Bossy.” And, with her worldwide aloum sales impressively hovering 
in the five million plus range, I’m sure you can put two and two together 
to come up with...Kelis ain’t chopped liver! 


As Kelis tours in North America this year, regretfully 
having to cancel her show that was to be a part of Toronto 
Pride, she'll be performing some fabulous, hot material 
from her brand spanking new Interscope Records release, 
“Flesh Tone,” that is guaranteed to make you want to 
get down. 

So, be sure to bring your best dance moves! If you’re 
already familiar with this album’s dynamic first single 
“Acapella,” you'll know what I’m talking about. If not, listen 
to this chart-topper with its frenetic techno groove and 
start celebrating. 

Also, check out this song’s Avatar-inspired music video 
with Kelis wearing what appears to be Tina Turner’s leftover 
Mad Max animal skins, while displaying plenty of Grace 
Jones’ raw, sensual fierceness. And then, be sure to hang 
onto your weave because the album’s second single, “4th 
of July (Fireworks)” sounds like another surefire hit that’s 
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destined to burn up the charts as it races to the top spot. 
In this tune’s contrasting music video, Kelis’ stunning, 
refined appearance is glamour personified. She sports a 
flawless, creamy complexion and wears ginormous 
bejeweled earrings so long that they dust her clavicle, to 
say nothing of her gold lame, sequined gown that’s so 
electrifying it could have doubled as Liberace’s shower 
curtain in a previous life! Trust me I’m not exaggerating. 
Check it out for yourself. And then try to duplicate her look 
come Halloween—I dare you! 

Kelis was raised in Harlem, New York. Her African 
American father is a jazz musician, a Pentecostal minister 
and a former university professor. Her Chinese/ 
Puerto-Rican mother is a fashion designer. So, | guess 
the apple with the immense musical talent and the 
chameleon-like fashion savvy didn’t fall too far from the 
family tree, huh? 


~ DOUG ROSS 


In 2004, Kelis received a Grammy nomination 
for Best Urban/Alternative Performance for the 
catchy, sexsational song, “Milkshake.” And 
then, in 2007, she received another Grammy 
nomination for Best Contemporary R&B Album 
for the best-selling disc, “Kelis Was Here.” As 
well, she is no stranger to other well-deserved 
nominations from the Urban Music Awards, MTV 
Europe Music Awards and the BRIT Awards. 

This outspoken artiste is no stranger to 
controversy either; so be forewarned, when 
engaging her in cocktail chit chat, that you should 
probably steer clear of mentioning the animal 
rights organization PETA and/or the letter of 
complaint she received from them. (FYI: her very 
articulate, public rebuttal to that letter, originally 
posted on her blog, is worth reading.) And there 
was a certain “disorderly conduct” charge relating 
to an incident in Florida a few years ago that 
probably wouldn’t make for appropriate dinner 
conversation either. (FYI: Kelis has since been 
cleared of all charges stemming from that 
conflict.) Lastly, her brief, turbulent marriage to 
rap star Nas ended in a bitter divorce, which 
erupted into a nasty court battle regarding spousal 
support payments for their son, Knight. And while 
that emotional ordeal was headline-making news 
at the time, you might want to take a pasadena 
on rementioning it. (FYI: mother and son are doing 
fine, thank you.) Besides, who has time to rehash 
past disputes when a stellar hit list of events— 
cowriting a cook book, designing a line of fashion 
accessories, auditioning for loads of film and TV 
projects-looms large on the horizon? Well, rest 
assured that there won't be any pity parties thrown 
by a survivor named Kelis. 

With her fifth album “Flesh Tone” launching 
July 6th across North America, hurricane Kelis has 
hit the promotional trail hard. She recently 
performed at Los Angeles PRIDE and also plans 


to squeeze in some US show dates during July, 
before heading across the sea in August where 
her ongoing tour includes a slew of European 
dates. Whew-so much fabulosity, yet so little time! 
But luckily for OUTLOOKS readers, Kelis did find 
time to catch her breath and to share some 
thoughts with us. 


What are your thoughts after having to cancel 
your much-anticipated performance at Pride 
Toronto? 

“Il was very excited to have been going! It 
would have been my first time in Toronto, and 
| was ready! It unfortunately became a scheduling 
problem.” 


What do you love about performing live? 
“The energy of the crowd, when it’s good it’s 
perfect. Itis a life high when everything goes right.” 


How do you relate to the LGBT community 
and your gay fan base? 

“| applaud people who come out. | think the 
most important thing is people being comfortable 
in their own skin. With all of my imperfections, 
quirks and flaws, I’m comfortable in my own skin 
and |’m a fan of those others who are as well.” 


You seemed to be missing in action for awhile; 
what were you up to during the past few years? 

“| don’t feel pressured to release another 
single every six months. | took some personal 
time. | went to culinary school.” 


Who are some of your favourite designers? 

“Balenciaga, Alexander McQueen...| come 
together with their mood and mine. | love the 
lifestyle and appreciate their hard work.” 


What is your personal style? 
“It’s very moody and honest to how I’m feeling 
at that particular time.” 


What type of music has had an influence 
on you? 

“| grew up with many jazz and gospel 
influences.” 


Who are some artists you admire? 

“Oh, there are so many! Whitney Houston, 
Annie Lennox, Billie Holiday, Sarah Vaughan, 
Lena Horne.” 


Describe your perfect partner. 
“He would be tall, dark and handsome.” 


What would be a favourite vacation spot if 
someone else were paying the bills? 

“Now you're talking! Although I’ve never been 
there, | would say Fiji. I’m dying to go there 
one day.” 


| can still hear the outbursts of infectious 
laughter and the thoughtful pauses that peppered 
our brief conversation. So, albeit without the 
opportunity to see her Toronto debut at Pride, 
Kelis is truly an international star to experience 
live, and | will anxiously await that opportunity. O 
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Don’t You Wish... 


Scott Herman, 25, from Salem NH, is an online Fitness Personality. He 
has worked in a gym since the age of 14. Fitness is his life, and he does 


what he can to help teach it to the world. Scott has appeared in publications 
such as Men’s Health Magazine (noted for having the best abs on the east 
coast), Exercise for Men Only, Undergear, and as the Man Manuel in 
Cosmopolitan Magazine. He was also a cast member of MV's “The Real 


World: Brooklyn.” 


This year has been amazing for Scott. He started teaching fitness for FREE 
on YouTube in August ‘09, and has helped millions of people with their 
fitness goals. Subscribe to www. YouTube.com/ScottHermanFitness 


and you'll see it’s not just about the weights! 


Scott and his community members have also built a super 
strong community page on facebook (www.facebook.com/ 
ScottHermanFitness) where anyone can go for positive 
reinforcement and advice. Join the Hermanation and 


“Be a 10 in 2010"! 
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Summer Horoscope 


The sizzly summer gets us cooking on all four 
burners. Not only do Sun and Mercury in randy 
Leo oppose retro Neptune in July, there are 
also enough retrograde planetary pops to make 


anything possible by August. Uh oh! 


CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23) 

Can money buy you love? You may think so this summer as your lust comes 
with a price tag. Spend with abandon, if you can afford it. You never know 
where things can lead or who will soon take you under their wings and 
support you. But if you find that your money doesn’t take you as far as you 
would like, use the month to just bone up on your finances. 


LEO (JULY 24 - AUGUST 23) 
Proud Lions are in the limelight and they can certainly make the most of it. 
Get out there and mingle. You are a platter of charisma with a special sauce 
added. Will you present yourself like a blue plate special or consign yourself 
to the open buffet? The choice is yours. Just be sure that you don’t become 
tomorrow’s leftovers before the dinner is done. 


VIRGO (AUGUST 24 - SEPTEMBER 23) 

Use your innate smarts and intuition to get one over at work. Queer Virgins 
work hard—almost too hard—on the job. And they often do so with little 
recognition. This is the time to do what you need to do, and no more than 
that. See how things go as you carefully parse out your time and efforts. 
Sometimes you need to leave them begging for more. Then toss them a 
nibble. 


LIBRA (SEPTEMBER 24 - OCTOBER 23) 

Your social agenda undergoes a revamp now. Gay Libras love to be in the 
centre of the social swirl but can extend themselves to the point of 
diminishing returns. You don’t want to be too tired to fully enjoy the party. 
So supervise and delegate the chores where possible and leave some rest 
time in the schedule so that you can be juiced and squeezed later. 


SCORPIO (OCTOBER 24 - NOVEMBER 22) 
Professional opportunities continue to make themselves available to you. 
The challenge will be to figure out what deserves your greatest efforts and 
what will pay off the most in the future. Tough decisions will have to be 
made. Only then can you install yourself as the leader of the corporate pack. 
Be kind to all the serfs who helped you onto the throne. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOVEMBER 23 - DECEMBER 22) 
There is no better time to travel than right now. So try to find ways to expand 
your horizons and seek adventure. Gay Archers are always on the lookout 
for the unusual and interesting. Now you can discover it in distant lands or, 
with some creative grit, you can extract it out of your usual neighbourhood 
haunts. It depends on how scary you like your adventures. 


CAPRICORN (DECEMBER 23 - JANUARY 20) 
lf you find yourself to be especially full of pep and pomp this summer, 
don’t ask why. Pink Caps feel like they can take on the world. Just be sure 
that you maximize the sexy energy and set your sights on your next conquest. 
But be discerning, if you can. The conquest of today can be the anchor of 
tomorrow. Or maybe that is your ultimate plan! 


AQUARIUS (JANUARY 21 - FEBRUARY 19) 
There is an undercurrent going on within one of your relationships that could 
prove to be surprising, impactful and transformative. Take particular note 
of what is being said. Aqueerians who ignore the warning signs could find 
themselves alone, adrift and confused. But there is nothing you like better 
than liberation and freedom—or so | am told. 


PISCES (FEBRUARY 20 - MARCH 20) 

This can be atime when you feel especially energetic. If so, find new outlets 
for your energy, especially in the health, diet and exercise realm. Not only 
can you make the most out of every healthy step, you are on track to a more 
productive look on life overall. Collect the good karma through charity, 
volunteerism and spirituality and store it for the winter months. 


ARIES (MARCH 21 - APRIL 20) 

Rev up the music and make your best moves. Gay Rams should just join 
the conga line and dance. Seek ways to expand your creativity and let your 
imagination call the tune. Friends pipe in with assorted suggestions; but 
you might want to march to your own drummer rather than follow others. 
You never know where things could lead. Uh, or maybe you do! 


TAURUS (APRIL 21 - MAY 21) 

Professional opportunities seem to be ripe for the picking. If you can manage 
to find the balance between home and career, you could have both a 
productive and enjoyable summer. If you are like most queer Bulls, however, 
you may concentrate on one area and hope the other area waits for attention. 
Maybe that is the best course for now—if you make the right choice. 


GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21) 

Chatty pink Twins may not know when to edit their pithier and more 
controversial comments. And maybe it is a good idea to do so. What you 
say can take on a crazy life of its own. If something leaks out, make the 
most of it. A little notoriety can help you break through the doors of certain 
clubs. Or is it better to just use a club to break down the door? 


(c) 2010 THE STARRY EYE, LLC., All Rights Reserved. For Entertainment Purposes Only. Can't get enough? Join the blog: www.thestarryeye.typepad.com. 


Lichtenstein’s astrology book “HerScopes” is an international sensation. Buy it and feel the vibration. Order now at tinyurl.com/Herscopes. 
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Marketplace 


Travel 


MAKING VACATION DREAMS A REALITY! 


Personalized in home or office travel planning services. 
Air, Adventure Vacations, Cruises, Resorts, Packages, 
Hotels, Golf Vacations. 


Call Mike at (780) 417-5724 or Toll Free 1-866-336-9998 
Travel Cruises and more. 


WE ALSO DO GROUPS! 


Resorts and B&Bs - USA 


Palm Springs, California 
Beautiful Mountains, Dry Heat, Hot Men. 
Book online: 
LaDolceVitaResort.com or 1-877-644-4111 
Mention OUTLOOKS 10% discount 
for first time guests. 


Resorts and B&Bs - Mexico 


PUERTO VALLARTA MEXICO 


Boana-Torre Malibu / Condo Hotel, Amapas 325, Puerto Vallarta, 
Jalisco, Mexico. Tel/fax: 011 52 (322) 222-6695, 
tel:011 52 (322) 222-0999. www.boana.net boana@pynet.com.mx 
One block from gay beach. Each unit has one bedroom, two 
bathrooms, kitchenette, living room, balcony, air-conditioning. Maid 
service. Gay Vallarta’s largest pool. Office open daily 9am-5pm (CT). 


nouncements i 
Different Strokes 
Wisdom 11:24 Swim Club: 
A very friendly 


and supportive 


BLINK SPA 
Toronto 


¢ Laser Hair Removal 
¢ Waxing 

¢ Skin Care 

* RMT Massage 


blinkspa.ca 
416.223.9993 


MUSCLE MECHANIC 
THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE THERAPY 


John 403.803.1594 


SHIFT 


works with adults 
in the sex trade. 


We provide services 
for both those 
who do not want to exit 
and those who do. 


SHIFT provides: 
FREE safer sex supplies, 
non-judgmental 
counseling, 
and more. 


403-237-8171 


A PERSONAL TOUCH? 


Male massage therapist 
offering full body 
sensual massages. 


Studio in SW Calgary, AB 
RMT, licensed. 


*AWESOME EVERYDAY RATES* 
403-404-3300 or @ the Blue Moon Day Spa 403-686-7733 


You can reach over 148,000 GLBT consumers monthly through 
600 local distribution points coast-to-coast as well as online! 


Advertising Rates 


Colour or B&W 
Display Ad 
1 column $80 


2 column vert. $115 
2 column horiz. $140 


Line Rate Ads 


$20 per headline 
- 25 letter max 

and $2 per word, 

10 word minimum 


Multiple Insertion 
discounts 


3month 5% 
6month 10% 
12 month 15% 


“You love everything 
that exists and hate 
nothing that you 


masters swim club 
for beginner to advanced 
swimmers. We work hard at 


Weddings & Marriages 
Immediate or by Appointment 
All vows & paper work included 

Witness available 


¢ Religion Free * Standard & Specialized Ceremonies 
* Cross Cultural * Same Sex GLBT 


Rork Hilford MC 
Marriage Commissioner for Alberta 
AKA (Justice of the Peace - JP) Marriage Officiant 
Commissioner for Oaths 


have made.” The key to having a great massage 


is to surrender your body totally. 
www.ultimatemalemassage.com 


403 680 0533 


swimming, but we don't 
neglect the fun! 
Come out and join us! 
Check practice times 
and location info at 
www.differentstrokescalgary.org 


God loves you and 
created you gay. 


www.createdgay.com hilford@shaw.ca * 403-246-4134 


CALL 1-888-228-1157 to Advertise 


LATEX 


TORONTO LTD. 


WE put THE SEX IN LaTex 


NHA HANG PHUONG HOANG 


PHILLIPE & CO. 
EXECUTIVE SERVICES 


Mavee You've 
Been BAD 


Latex 
clothing... 
toys... 
accessories... 


and more... #105, 401 - 9th Avenue SW 


262-3633 


#80, 104 - 58th Avenue SE 


15% Discount 253-8383 


Promo Cope: 


WWW.PHILLIPPE.CA 
Facebook: Phillippe Lupin +  phillippe01@gmail.com 


Calgary: 403.966.2343 ¢ Edmonton: 780.200.6774 


WWW. ORIENTALPHOENIX.COM 


After Dark 


MEN (a 
FOR “iy Ae 
MEN 


Toronto 416.915.4545 
Ottawa 613.3211000 
Hamilton 905.296.6000 
Calgary 403.355.2222 
Edmonton 780.409.3333 


Vancouver 604.257.5555 

Victoria  250.2201000 TRY FOR 
Saskatoon 306.374.8181 

Winnipeg 204.480.3000 FREE 
Your Local # 1.800.777.8000 , CODE 6615 
Find your : 

local number: 

1.800.777.8000 


Dial #MALE (#6253) for 

Bell, Fido & Rogers users 79¢/min 
1.900.451.3800 $1.99/min 

18+ www.InteractiveMale.com 


HOTLOCALGAY CHAT 


aAXLJILIIVE 


308b 17th Av SW 


403-229-0911 
MEN ONLY PRIVATE CLUB 
RSHIP REQUIRED 
ARYS ONLY 


COLL 2 | 
Dance Bb . 
Saturd 

July 10 
Midnig SAM 


Flashlight Pa 7 


Goliaths Welcomes Everyone Here For The 
ARGRA Rodeo and Calgary Stampede 


¢ ~ 
=> 


TRY us ée 


EO@CAL CHAT. TRY IT FREE : code 3205 
Calgary 403.777.9494 
Edmonton 780.413.7122 
Toronto 416.966.6725 
"Ottawa 613.321.6725 
Wancouver 604.639.0606 
Halifax 902.431.6725 
Winnipeg 204.947.6725 
London 519.936.6725 


Purchase time online now! 


0776 winnipeg 204. 480.9 IOe 
E toronto 416 281 88 8 
oy london 5191679. 9998 
33 ottawa 6135 10.209 | 
99 othercities 1, ye ‘969 


50% off with our new member special. Call customer support for more info: 1.877.882.2005 


new download our 
hardlinechat.com > FREE iPhone App) 1.900.451.1441 s25/100min 


Reason to switch #180: 


Switch your chequing account to TD Canada Trust and experience 
SWITCH & the comfort of up to $250' cash. Ask us how. 


GET U P TO There are so many reasons to switch to TD Canada Trust. You can switch for branches that 
are open earlier, open later, and open longer (check our website for individual branch 


$ hours). You can switch for convenient branch locations - over 1,100 of them. You can 
switch for Simply Save”, the savings program that automatically puts a little money into 
your savings account when you use your debit card. And right now, you can switch for up 

to $250 cash — just a little help from TD Canada Trust. 


Visit a branch, www.tdcanadatrust.com/switch Canada Trust 
or call 1-800-294-6834, today. Banking can be this comfortable 


*Trade-mark of the Toronto-Dominion Bank. ' Conditions apply. See us for details. Offer available May 25 to July 23, 2010, 2010 but may be changed, extended or withdrawn at any time without notice. 


